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Inspiring Students. Developing Teachers.






Guided by our vision to reach educational equity

and diversity, Breakthrough of Greater Philadelphia

is a single program with a dual mission:

Breakthrough is an eight-year, tuition-free academic accelerator for

highly-motivated, traditionally underserved students in Philadelphia’s
public, charter, and parochial schools. Breakthrough nurtures a love

of learning and helps Scholars reach top-choice high schools and

colleges, setting the foundation for postsecondary and career success.

Breakthrough builds the next generation of diverse, talented teachers
through its intensive teacher-in-residence program, designed to train

and inspire college students to pursue careers in education.
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LETTER FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

OCTOBER 2026

This year, we

are celebrating

an especially
significant
milestone:
Breakthrough
graduated our first
class of high school
seniors, and they
are heading to
college this fall.

Dear Friends,

At Breakthrough of Greater Philadelphia (BTGP), we believe every student
deserves access to the opportunities, resources, and support they need to reach
their full potential. Since 1995, Breakthrough has educated more than 1,767
Scholars and prepared more than 552 Teaching Fellows to inspire the next

generation of learners.

| am especially proud of what Breakthrough means for our Scholars. Our
young people bring fremendous talent, curiosity, ambition, and determination
to our community. Our role is to surround them with rigorous academic
opportunities, trusted mentors, meaningful learning experiences, and a
community that believes deeply in what they can achieve.

This year, we are celebrating an especially significant milestone:
Breakthrough graduated our first class of high school seniors, and

they are heading to college this fall. Their achievement represents years of
hard work, persistence, and growth—and demonstrates what is possible when
Scholars have sustained academic support and a community invested in their
success. We could not be prouder to see these young people take this next
step, equipped with the skills, confidence, and aspirations they have developed
throughout their Breakthrough journey. We're excited to have provided
graduating Scholars with a scholarship for their first year of college

as well.

Today, Scholars can receive eight consecutive years of free academic
enrichment and support, from 5th through 12th grade. Our end-to-
end experience begins with High School Ready for 5th through 8th graders,
continues with the Summer Capstone program before 9th grade, and
culminates in College Bound for 9th through 12th grade Scholars.

This continuum allows us to walk alongside Scholars during some of the most
consequential years of their educational journeys. At Breakthrough, Scholars
build strong academic foundations, navigate the high school selection process,
develop confidence and independence, receive free SAT prep, prepare for
college and careers, and envision what is possible for their futures. 70% of
Breakthrough Scholars are admitted to their 1st or 2nd choice high
school, and 100% plan to attend select high schools. And now, with our
first graduating class heading to college, we are seeing the promise of this
long-term investment come to life. We're also providing new programming

to support Breakthrough Scholar parents along the 5th through 12th grade



journey, from college financial planning and scholarship information to social-

emotional workshops to understand middle school minds.

Our Teaching Fellow (TF) training program
continues to develop the next generation

of talented, committed educators. During
Summer 2026, our deeply-experienced
Deans of Faculty and Instructional Coaches
supported 34 Teaching Fellows through an
intensive experience that began with a two-
week orientation and continued through a
7-week teaching residency. We were thrilled
to have National Teacher of the Year Leon
Smith kick off TF orientation, thanks to our
partnership with Karr Barth Associates

in alliance with Equitable Advisors. Mr.
Smith’s participation set an inspiring tone for

a summer centered on the craft, responsibility,
and impact of teaching.

Throughout the program, Teaching Fellows received intensive professional
development, coaching, mentorship, and real-time feedback designed to

help them grow as educators and leaders. 76% percent of our Summer 2026
Teaching Fellows were Fellows of color, surpassing the previous year's record
high. Just as importantly, we are encouraged that 90% of this Summer’s TFs are

seriously considering careers in education after their experience at BTGP.

Looking ahead, my

The impact of the Teaching Fellow experience extends well beyond a single
summer. Nationally, Breakthrough reports that three out of four Teaching focusis ensuring
Fellows pursue careers in education, o‘nd more than two-thirds of current thai' High SChOOI
teachers who are Breakthrough alumni say they plan to teach for five or more

years. These outcomes speak to the power of giving emerging educators the Ready, Summer

opportunity to teach, receive high-quality coaching, build community with their
peers, and experience firsthand the rewards and challenges of the profession. Capsi'one, and

We want our Fellows to leave Breakthrough not only better prepared to teach, CO"ege Bound

but inspired to become the educators and leaders our schools need.

remain innovative,
None of this work happens alone. We are deeply grateful to Breakthrough o« Lo
families and to our steadfast community of partners and supporters. Your I'EIEVC"“', eanChlng’
investment enables us to create innovative programming, deepen the support  aand rigorous.

Scholars and Teaching Fellows receive, and continually respond to what young

people need to thrive. This year, our partnership with Sanofi brought new

STEM learning opportunities to Breakthrough Scholars through weekly

labs with Students 2 Science, helping Scholars explore the possibilities

of a STEM education and careers.

Looking ahead, my focus is ensuring that High School Ready, Summer
Capstone, and College Bound remain innovative, relevant, enriching, and



rigorous. We want every Scholar who enters
Breakthrough to leave prepared not simply for
the next grade, high school, or college, but
with the knowledge, confidence, relationships,
and skills to pursue their educational and
career goals. Seeing our first class of seniors
graduate and begin their college journeys
reinforces both the importance of this work

and the possibilities ahead for every Scholar
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coming behind them.

SREAKTHROUGH Ll o - 4 = We also want Teaching Fellows to fall
- x,mw';?:m e\ /4 in love with teaching and remain in the
profession, carrying Breakthrough's leadership
lessons, professional development, energy,
camaraderie, and optimism into classrooms

throughout Philadelphia and beyond.

To sustain Breakthrough’s dual-impact, my
top priorities continue to be identifying new,

sustainable funding sources, strengthening

support for the College Bound program,

and continue improving the quality of our

Seeing our first programming to serve Scholars across their full eight-year journey. I'm equally
. invested in innovating on Breakthrough's
class of seniors Teaching Fellow experience and training, to

graduate and ensure our Fellows are well-prepared for the

classroom and educator life.

begin their college

. . We continue this work from a position of
journeys reinforces financidl strength. For the 5th consecutive
. year, we ended the 2025-26 fiscal year in
both the Imporl'cmce a solid financial position, with approximately
of this work and $1.5 million in revenue received against
of_ogege $1.3 million in expenses. This stability allows
the POSSIblllheS us to plan thoughtfully for the future and,
ahead for every most importantly, continue investing in the

experiences and opportunities that help

Scholar coming
behind them.

Scholars and Teaching Fellows thrive.

Thank you for believing in Breakthrough's

students and in the possibilities they are

working toward every day. Your partnership

makes their journey possible —from a 5th grader discovering new academic
strengths to a high school senior crossing the graduation stage and preparing
for college—and supports Teaching Fellows as they discover their passion for

education and take their first steps toward meaningful careers in teaching.



|l invite you to visit our programs, get involved, and continue sharing

your support and ideas. Please consider registering for our annual
Breakfast of Champions on October 22 at 8:15 a.m. to learn more about

Breakthrough’s impact.

As you read this year’s Impact Report, | hope you see what | see: Scholars
with extraordinary potential, supported by a community committed to helping
them turn that potential into possibility, and Teaching Fellows developing

the skills, confidence, and passion to become the educators our communities
need. This fall, our first high school graduates will carry that potential with
them onto college campuses, while Teaching Fellows carry their Breakthrough
experiences into classrooms and careers in education... together, let’s continue
cheering them onl

With gratitude,

CA

Michelle Palmer
Executive Director
Breakthrough of Greater Philadelphia

To sustain
Breakthrough’s
dual-impact, my top
priorities continue
to be identifying
new, sustainable
funding sources,
strengthening
support for the
College Bound
program, and
continue improving
the quality of our
programming to
serve Scholars
across their full

eight-year journey.



https://givebutter.com/breakfastofchampions2026
https://givebutter.com/breakfastofchampions2026

BREAKTHROUGH

258

Scholars Served

. 193 High School Ready
27 Summer Capstone I
. 38 College Bound

Race/Ethnicity

. 87%' Black/ African American
6
3% Latino

. 2.4%Asian American/Pacific Islander

® 1"

Multiracial

White

Top 5 © 19124 (27)
Zip Codes

represented by ‘ 19138 (26)
Summer Scholar 19119 (14)
cohort (2026) ‘ 19150 (14)

@ 19129 (10)

- 58% female, 42% male

- 91% enrolled in free /reduced lunch schools

51% single parent household

11% first generation college-bound

Middle schools represented by
Summer Scholar cohort (2026)

. 38% Charter

‘ 29% Religiously-Affiliated
270 %o Public

® &

Originated from P-C-R
(Public, Charter, Religiously Affiliated)




BY THE NUMBERS

SCHOLAR TEACHING FELLOW
IMPACT IMPACT
100*% 34
plan to attend selective high schools * Teaching Fellows trained in '25-26
707 76"
were admitted to 1st or 2nd Fellows of color (Summer 2026 TF Cohort)

choice high school *

90%
+270 likely to work in education
point increase after %
College Bound SAT test prep 97
feel better prepared to pursue

1275 a career in teaching
average SAT score after 1 oo%

College Bound SAT test prep
BTGP Fellows recommend Breakthrough

to a friend **

*of BTGP 8th grade class who were surveyed, Summer 2026
** BT National Survey, Summer 2026

TOP SCHOOLS REPRESENTED AT BREAKTHROUGH

Thomas Mifflin (6)
Masterman (5)

AMY Northwest (3)
James Logan School (3)

PUBLIC

Wissahickon Charter School - Fernhill Campus (20)
CHARTER Wissahickon Charter School - Awbury Campus (11)
Ad Prima Charter School - Mount Airy (8)

The DePaul Catholic School (IMS) (20)
GESU School (4)
Holy Cross Catholic School (IMS) (6)

RELIGIOUSLY-
AFFILIATED



BEHIND EVERY NUMBER...

A SCHOLAR

ERIC

How has Breakthrough helped you reach
your goals and/or grow as a person?

Being offered SAT prep (at Breakthrough) was
major; | was able to create a goal of a certain
score and with the help of our tutor, | was able to
hit the score | wanted. Breakthrough also helped
me come out of my shell more and more. With
all the activities, and given how closely you have
to work with your classmates, | learned to step
outside of my box, which has continued to serve
me well.

My fondest Breakthrough memory...

...was probably the summer of 8th grade. | got
closer with several friends and had some great
student leaders (Teaching Fellows). About the
Teaching Fellows, | felt | could connect with them
more and they could connect with me. They felt like
friends | could look up to and learn from.

Any advice for Breakthrough’s
youngest Scholars?

Fully commit to the program. Have faith in your
Teaching Fellows and leaders as they are well
prepared to put you in a great position going into
high school and beyond. My sister is a young
Scholar, so | try to give her a heads up too.



SHAKIRAH

Breakthrough Scholar
Alumna, BTGP ‘08

“Breakthrough inspires
and helps kids reach
their full potential
academically and
socially. The program
was very instrumental to
my academic success.
[It] creates a mindset
and an environment
to thrive and to think
about where you want
to be five, ten years
later, conversations that
you don't have in most
Philadelphia public
middle schools.”

CHARLETTE

Breakthrough Scholar
Alumna, BTGP ‘16

“The first time | ever had
the thought that | could
actually go to college
was at Breakthrough.

| could see myself at
an institution, going to
classes...no-one wants
to write a paper in the
summer but | could see

myself academically
as being able to do
it. When it came time
to apply to college,

having this exposure
and skills really set
me apart.”

JARIUS

Breakthrough Scholar
Alum, BTGP ‘26

“| came to Breakthrough
in 6th grade over
Zoom (during COVID),
which was difficult!
Throughout these years,
Breakthrough has
been very good to me,
helping me with SAT
prep and introducing
me to public speaking
courses. I'm grateful to
Breakthrough.”




THE BREAKTHROUGH

APPLY TO BREAKTHROUGH

Visit us at breakthroughphilly.org to complete your
application. We can’t wait to meet you and your family!

Join a community of motivated students who are
excited to learn and meet new friends in Philadelphia.
You’ll be taught and mentored by passionate college
students, and exposed to a wide range of academic
interests and career paths through field trips, guest
speakers, and unique elective courses. We'll help

you prepare for the school year ahead, and navigate
high school admissions and selection

Program is FREE and includes SEPTA passes,
breakfast, lunch

Opportunity to participate in a near-peer mentor
program and apply for a research course in

Costa Rica

Scholars must be middle schoolers who currently attend
Philadelphia public, charter, or parochial schools

High School Ready program runs from June - August:
Monday - Friday for 6 weeks (9:00a to 3:30p)

September - May: Saturdays (10a to 2p)

SUMMER CAPSTONE

In the summer before high
school, participate in a
unique capstone course to
gain leadership experience,
engage in the community, and

dive into rigorous academic
and life skills classes

Program is FREE and
includes SEPTA passes,
breakfast, lunch

Summer Capstone program
runs from July - August:
Monday - Friday for three
weeks (9:00a to 3:30p)



http://breakthroughphilly.org

SCHOLAR EXPERIENCE

COLLEGE BOUND

* Throughout your four years in high school, participate in
several workshops to prepare for the rigor of high school and
college. You'll dive deeper into academic interest areas and
career paths through field trips, career conversations panels,
and college tours. Sessions include standardized
test prep, community engagement opportunities, resume-
building, public speaking, and networking skills workshops

* Program is FREE and includes SEPTA passes and lunch

* College Bound program includes 6-8 sessions meeting year-
round: Saturdays (10a to 2p)

Continue the connection to Breakthrough as an Alum!
Email us at info@breakthroughphilly.org to join
our mailing list, reconnect at quarterly events, and
volunteer in our program

* For Alumni considering careers in education, contact
us to explore a Teaching Fellow position!


mailto:info%40breakthroughphilly.org?subject=

BEHIND EVERY NUMBER...
A FUTURE TEACHER

“I've learned much about establishing strong “| believe that every student deserves access to
boundaries and expectations with my students, high-quality, engaging educational opportunities.
as well as how to make my lessons more Breakthrough provides a space where students
engaging. I've also learned a lot about are empowered to recognize their own potential
resilience and learning as | go, as there are and excel academically. My favorite part of the
often lessons that don’t go how | expect. program has been seeing the students grow and
But having the support of my fellow TFs, gain confidence. Over the past few weeks, I've

the (Instructional) Coaches, and the
Deans has been amazing.”

watched them form strong connections with each
other and build a truly supportive
community.”

TAMMY N.

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA HOPE P.

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

“I have a passion for service and believe every
student deserves access to a high-quality
education, regardless of their circumstances.
Breakthrough’s mission to support students
attending under-resourced schools and expand
their educational opportunities aligned with

my own values, and | wanted to be part of
making a meaningful difference in
students’ lives.”

“| joined Breakthrough of Greater Philadelphia’s
Teaching Fellow program because | wanted
to spend my summer doing meaningful work.
Breakthrough of Greater Philadelphia provides
an opportunity where | can show up and
positively impact students’ lives everyday while

KALEA A.

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

“| joined Breakthrough to become a better teaching histories that are underrepresented in
teacher. | especially was interested in one-on-one traditional schooling. My favorite part of the
coaching and the ability to see students grow summer program has been the privilege to be a
and work closely with them each day. | have part of this learning community. From the students’
learned that teaching can be a lot of fun unique personalities to the supportive network of
and the kids make it worth it. Even when Teaching Fellows and Deans, | have always felt

I'm struggling with the workload,
| always enjoy teaching!”

fulfilled to be doing such hard work
with such amazing people.”

- _

GRACE V. ANDREW P.

TEMPLE UNIVERSITY MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY




Summer Teaching Fellow Experience

So what exactly is it like to be a Breakthrough Philly
Teaching Fellow?

Before Breakthrough Scholars arrive for the summer,
Teaching Fellows move into their dorms scattered across
Philadelphia-area colleges and spend two intensive weeks
preparing to step into one of the most meaningful roles of
the program: lead teacher.

Orientation is designed to give college students the
practical skills, confidence, and support they need to take
ownership of a classroom from day one. Fellows learn
the fundamentals of effective teaching—from teacher
presence, lesson planning, pacing, classroom culture and
routines to student-centered instruction and understanding
the “middle school mentality.” They also dig deeply

into their curriculum, plan lessons and design bespoke
electives, learn strategies for connecting with young
people, and prepare for the routines and responsibilities
that shape the Breakthrough community. This past summer,
National Teacher of the Year Leon Smith kicked off TF
orientation, thanks to our partnership with Karr Barth
Associates in alliance with Equitable Advisors. Mr. Smith’s
participation set an inspiring tone for a summer centered
on the craft, responsibility, and impact of teaching.

What makes the two-week orientation experience
especially powerful is that Teaching Fellows don't
simply learn about teaching—they practice it repeatedly
before Scholars ever enter the classroom. Through mini-
teachbacks and full lesson teachbacks, Fellows rehearse
lessons, practice responding to classroom scenarios,
record themselves teaching, review the playback, and
receive individualized feedback from Instructional
Coaches and Deans of Faculty. Fellows also receive more
holistic training about mental health and wellness, self-
care, and financial planning.

During the second week, that cycle of practice, reflection,
coaching, and revision becomes even more intensive,
with multiple teachbacks, content meetings, one-on-
one coaching, more lesson planning, and preparation
of classroom spaces and routines. By the time 5th—8th
grade Scholars arrive in week three, Teaching Fellows
have already begun transforming from college students
interested in education into prepared, supported lead
teachers. They are ready to build relationships, create
engaging classrooms, and put everything they have
practiced into action.




Summer 2026

DA &

Kalea Joshua Miles Isabella Cherice
Albanese Bakali Baldwin Bynum Clarke
8th Grade Literature  Junior Teaching Fellow 6th Grade Math 7th Grade Science 7th Grade Math
University of Germantown Wake Forest Spelman Dickinson
Pennsylvania Friends School University College College

Sophie Erin Aniyah Avery Kennedi
Gala Gunther Holman Holmes Hudson
8th Grade Math 6th Grade Science 5th Grade Science 5th Grade History College Bound
University of Oberlin Lincoln University of University of
Pennsylvania College University Vermont Pennsylvania
Brielle Jayuanna Amir Joy Sianna
Jacobs Johnson Johnson Keen Le
5th Grade Math 5th Grade Science 6th Grade Science 5th Grade History 6th Grade History
Winston Salem State Clemson Morehouse Spelman Temple
University University College College University
Caleb Anala Danae Joseph Nacala
Low Major Martin Martin, Jr. McDaniels
6th Grade Literature 6th Grade Math 7th Grade History 7th Grade Literature ~ 5th Grade Literature
Kenyon Indiana University of  The Pennsylvania State Holy Family Clemson

College Pennsylvania University - Harrisburg University University



Teaching Fellows

X

Tammy Natiyah Hope William Andrew
Nguyen Parker Po|h||| Powell Powers
7th Grade Science 8th Grade Science 6th Grade Literature 7th Grade Math 8th Grade History
University of Aloabama A&M New York University of Michigan State

Pennsylvania University University Pittsburgh University

Shawn Imani Christian Maya Dominique
Richardson Richardson Ross Sanseverino Sidae Taylor
5th Grade Literature Green 8th Grade Math 8th Grade History 6th Grade History
Palumbo 8th Grade Science ~ Community College of American Florida Agricultural and
High School North Carolina A&T Philadelphia University Mechanical University

State University

Kendall Anajah Katelyn Grace
Stewart Sutton-Fisher Tijerina Volko
5th Grade Math 7th Grade History 7th Grade Literature ~ 8th Grade Literature
North Carolina A&T Indiana University of Elon and Temple

State University Pennsylvania Appalachian University




25/26
PROGRAM
HIGHLIGHTS

The year was jam-packed with meaningful
learning opportunities for Breakthrough
Scholars and Teaching Fellows alike.

Here are some FY ‘25 /26 highlights
across our three signature programs:

High School Ready, Summer Capstone,
and College Bound.

20

Made possible by annual corporate partner Sanofi,
Students 2 Science provided weekly science lab lessons to
Breakthrough Scholars. These programs connect scientific
concepts to real-world applications while building
curiosity, confidence, and critical-thinking skills. Scholars
explored a new topic each week through Flowers for

the Bees, Dirty Water, Weathering & Erosion, Hoo's for
Dinner (Owl Pellets), and Air We Share. From investigating
pollination and ecosystems to exploring water and air
quality, earth science, and food chains, Scholars had
opportunities to observe, experiment, ask questions, and
solve problems like scientists. The partnership brought
engaging, experiential STEM learning directly into
Breakthrough’s summer program while helping Scholars
see science not simply as a classroom subject, but as
something that shapes their everyday lives—and a field
filled with possibilities for their futures.




Scholars also had opportunities to learn from and engage
with an inspiring group of speakers and special guests
throughout the year of programming. We were especially
honored to welcome Philadelphia Mayor Cherelle Parker,
who shared her personal journey with our Scholars,
challenged them to see the possibilities ahead, and

spoke about her vision for the future of Philadelphia—and
the important role they can play in shaping that future.
Experiences like these give Scholars the opportunity

to learn directly from leaders, broaden their sense of
what is possible, and begin to see themselves as active
participants in the future of their city and communities.

* Fun Friday Field Trips
* All School Meeting
* Teaching Fellow vs. Scholars Basketball Game

* Teaching Fellow Phillies Game
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Favorite 9th Grade
Scholar Moments

*  Community Service at SHARE Food Program

* Visit to Criminal Court with Pennsylvanians for
Modern Courts

* Celebration Trip to Top Golf
* %th and 5th Grade Playdate

22

SUMMER CAPSTONE PROGRAM

Breakthrough Scholars
Study in Costa Rica

In July 2026, a group of rising 9th grade Scholars
participated in a two-week science and research program
in Costa Rica, fully funded by Breakthrough of Greater
Philadelphia. CBS News' Wakisha Bailey interviewed the
Scholars and their families at Philadelphia International
Airport upon their departure, and reconnected with them
upon their return from Costa Rica. View the CBS News

segments here: Bon Voyage and Welcome Home!



https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/philadelphia-students-travel-to-costa-rica-stem-research/
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/video/5-philadelphia-students-get-hands-on-research-experience-in-costa-ricas-rainforests/

Bridges to College Tour  Visit with First Lady
Made possible by annual corporate partner Karr Barth Shaplro n HarrISburg

Associates in alliance with Equitable Advisors, the Bridges

Last June, Breakthrough’s College Bound Scholars met
to College tour took several Breakthrough College Bound

with First Lady Lori Shapiro in Harrisburg, PA. They

had an amazing day, learned a great deal about our

Scholars to visit campuses throughout Atlanta. Included on
the tour were Morehouse, Spelman, Georgia Tech, Morris
Brown, and Clark Atlanta University.

Commonwealth, and appreciated the opportunity to share
their ideas and experiences around issues impacting their
communities and peers.

Revorend ( 2 fr=t)
Gaines 3 N\ By
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Educational Equity Summit

In Fall 2025, Breakthrough and WURD hosted an
inaugural Educational Equity Summit on the campus of
Germantown Friends School. Goals for the afternoon’s
panels were to explore pressing issues surrounding
educational equity and diversity, and highlight innovative
approaches, systemic challenges, and actionable
solutions to promote inclusivity in education systems and
communities. We sought to foster dialogue among thought
leaders, policymakers, educators, and media, and provide
everyone with inspiration and a roadmap for action.

Special thanks to panelists Council Member Isaiah
Thomas, Dr. James Peterson, Cara McClellan,
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Ansharaye Hines, Dawn Chavous, Dr. Stephen Brady,
and Michelle Palmer.

Immense gratitude also goes to community partners
WURD, Center for Black Educator Development, Chavous
Consulting, Education Reform Alliance, and GFS.

Tune in to WURD Radio on October 13 and 20 from 5 to
6 p.m. where Breakthrough will host more Education
Equity discussions on Al, technology and the new digital
divide, and whether new funding translates into greater
equity in schools.






FINANCIALS

Breakthrough is a registered 501 (c)(3) that relies solely upon the generosity of our
funders to realize our mission.

Revenue and Expenses

Last 5 Fiscal Years

*Without donor restrictions | **FY 25/26 numbers pending final audit

Nearly

2X

$2,000,000 REVENUE $1,605,000
$1,540,000

in the last 5 years

$1,500,000 $1,457,000

$1,250,000
$990,000

Revenue*

$1,000,000 $8 49,000

$750,000
$500,000

$250,000

$0
FY21/22 FY22/23 FY23/24 FY?24/25 FY25/26

From July 1 to June 30

. Revenue . Expenses

26



Fundraising Sources
FY 25/26 11%

EITC Corporate
& Individual

33%

Foundations

and Grants
16* 40"
Corporate Individuals

Sponsors & Partners




VOLUNTEERING
AT BREAKTHROUGH

Volunteers are critical to Breakthrough Philly’s program content and delivery. From

chaperones to guest speakers, admissions interviewers to resume coaches, Breakthrough

volunteers bring their deep and diverse experiences to inspire and guide Scholars.

Here's a sample of the myriad ways to get involved with Breakthrough throughout the

year. If you're interested in donating your time and talent, please complete this brief two-

minute survey and we'll be in touch!

Admissions
Interviewers

Help us interview and recommend new Scholar applicants
and their families in the Breakthrough admissions process. This
is a unique volunteer opportunity that plays a critical role in
building the Scholar class, shaping Breakthrough'’s culture and
community, and identifying highly motivated students who are

passionate about growth, lifelong learning, and education.

Deck the
(Summer!) Halls

Help Breakthrough's Teaching Fellows decorate the hallways
for the incoming class of ~200 Scholars. No need to bring
supplies, just your creativity and energy to help create inspiring

classrooms and halls for the summer program.

Guest Speaker for
High School Ready
& College Bound

We're seeking volunteers to share their careers and educational
journeys with Breakthrough Scholars. Volunteers will have
in-depth conversations and possibly share hands-on projects

to help bring their jobs to life. We're seeking professionals

and skilled workers across a variety of careers/industries —
healthcare, real estate, visual & performing arts, engineering,
life sciences, higher ed, law, tech, entrepreneurship, and

business, among others.

Appeal Mailing

Volunteers help assemble and mail our end of calendar and
fiscal year appeals, both critical sources of fundraising for

Breakthrough. It's a low-key and fun morning, and incredibly

high-impact for Breakthrough!



https://forms.gle/PRcB6oYuFHBkaARX7
https://forms.gle/PRcB6oYuFHBkaARX7

Breakthrough Volunteers

Special thanks to the individuals and companies who volunteered their time
this fiscal year to speak to Scholars and Teaching Fellows, organize field trips,
interview prospective families, support program logistics and/or serve on
fundraising event committees!

Mia Adams
Jeong Allen
Marcella Baietto
Barb Barnett
Reginald Barrett
BCG
Irene Bepete
Takiyah Bethea
Jake Blanski
Will Bowie
Brandon Brown
Delilah Burnley
Campbell’s
Latrisha Chattin
Kathleen Coia
Gabirielle Culbreath
Kathy Devenney
Abe Diallo
Hannah Dillon
Jackson DiMarino
Marc DiNardo
Branden Doherty
Phyllis Elick

Karr Barth Associates
in alliance with
Equitable Advisors

Shaynah Ferreira
Nanie Flaherty
Susan Fleming
Jack Freeland

Robin Friedman
Rowen Gallagher
Gabe Garcia LaPlaca
Dani Gardner Wright
Shawon Goodman
Ben Gray
Hallie Grodin
Shaynah Ferreira
Alex Hellmuth
Kaiesha Henderson
Ellie Hilgen
Krysta Hopp
Meredith Jensen
Sandra Jewett
Matthew Johnson
Carla Johnson-McKenzie
Denise Jones
Marnie Kerr
Andrea Ketcham
Aidan Lawrence
Andrea Lee
Pat Loeb
Louis Manon
Beth Margolskee
Angela Marriott
Vinny Martina
Jake McCaughan
Cassandra McClintock
George McNeely

Lily Mehta
Zachary Miller
Dillon Montrope
Charles Mshomba
Alan Mullner

Margaret Murphy-Kaufman

Elizabeth Narzikul
Queade Norah
Denise Norman
Paige O’ Donnell
Veronica Perez
Jessica Perrone

Dr. James Peterson

PHLY
Anthony Phillips
Sarah Pierce
Elizabeth Pipcho
Maura Pritchard
Eli Prosper
Asia Ringenary
Daren Roberts
Penny Rodriguez
Cheryl Rogers
Shatele Rolland
Gina Rose
Jane Rosenberg
Alycyn Roye
RSM

Xiomara Santiago

Shaniqua Simmons
Christopher Sims
Ryan Smith
Tiffany Smith
Michelle Sobol
Guerlio St. Vrestril
Senator Sharif Street
Lucy Sumner
Candice Taylor
TD Bank
Nevaeh Tice
Teri Tillman
Michelle Todd Coleman
Thane Trotman
Truist
Karen Vaccaro
Drew Venit
George Vindiola
Lois Watkins
Monica Watkins
Sheila Watko
Stephanye Watts
Elverdine Wilkerson
Nick Wilson
Ana Wilson
Matthew Winship
Maureen Wood
Colin Yablonski
Wes Yamamoto
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WELCOME TO
BREAKTHROUGH!

We are thankful to all who serve as advisors, supporters, and champions to help
realize Breakthrough's mission. Breakthrough welcomed Caryn Rivers, Enrollment
and College Access Manager, to its staff and two Advisory Board members since

last year’s Impact Report.

CARYN
RIVERS

Caryn serves as Breakthrough's Enrollment and College Access
Manager, welcoming new students to the program and guiding
high school Scholars through the college process. She brings deep
leadership experience across the college access landscape to the
role. Caryn is driven by a commitment to educational equity and to
helping students find paths to top-choice colleges and meaningful
careers.

Caryn earned her undergraduate degree in African American
Studies from Harvard University and her graduate degree in Urban

Policy Analysis and Management from The New School.

I’'m a Breakthrough Believer because...

Breakthrough'’s commitment to supporting highly-motivated,
traditionally underserved students from middle school through
college aligns with my own educational journey and professional
commitment. Too often, students with every bit of potential are
stopped short by systems that weren't built with them in mind. I'm
honored to help Scholars and families navigate the path to college

and beyond.

Fun Fact

| love telling great stories so much that | compete, and I've won a
local Moth StorySLAM! It's a skill that comes in handy when I'm

helping Scholars find their own voices for college essays.
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New & Returning Advisory

Board Members

RICHARD
PREVIDI

Richard Previdi is a founder and Managing Partner of Alliance HP.
With over 30 years of real estate experience, Mr. Previdi personally
has led the capitalization, acquisition, development, leasing and

disposition of over 50 million square feet of commercial property.

Mr. Previdi began his real estate career as a leasing agent and then a
partner with Trammell Crow Company. Subsequently, Mr. Previdi was
founder and Chief Executive Officer of joint ventures with Goldman
Sachs, Lehman Brothers, and a NYSE REIT. Current investors in the
Alliance funds include both Blackstone and Goldman Sachs. Mr.
Previdi received an MBA from the Wharton School of the University of
Pennsylvania (1987), a JD from Georgetown University Law School
(1980), and a bachelor’s degree (magna cum laude) in economics
from Hamilton College (1977).

WES
YAMAMOTO

Wes is an Executive Managing Director and shareholder in Pathstone’s
Philadelphia metro area office. He has over 15 years of wealth
management and advisory experience. As the leader of an advisory
team, he develops and implements bespoke investment policy and
asset allocation for several complex, multigenerational clients.
Additionally, Wes oversees and supports the business development

opportunities of the Pennsylvania office in close coordination with the

Chief Growth Office.

Prior to Pathstone, Wes was a partner at Veritable, LP. At the start
of his career with Veritable, Wes was a key member of one of the
firm’s largest advisory teams, managing over $3 billion in AUM.
Over his tenure, he developed into an investment team leader
while collaborating with firm leadership to formalize the business

development office.

Wes graduated with honors from The Wharton School at the University
of Pennsylvania with a BS in Finance. Wes is a CFA® charterholder
and a member of CFA Society Philadelphia.

Wes is a longtime resident of Philadelphia, along with his wife and
daughter. He enjoys basketball, cycling, golf, and film. Most of all, he
loves spending time outdoors with his family, whether it is exploring

a new city or bird watching in Cape May. He previously served

six years on the board and as treasurer of Breakthrough of Greater

Philadelphia.
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BREAKTHROUGH

ADVISORY BOARD,

COMMITTEES AND STAFF

Abe Diallo*
BTGP Advisory Board Chair

Francine Boone™* *

Sr. Director/Managing Counsel,
Environmental Resources Management, Inc.

William Bowie
President & CEO of Empower Construction

Cornelius Brown*
Divisional Managing Partner, Bohler

James Degnan, Ph.D**

Senior Director, Measurement
and Institutional Research,

Temple University (retired)

Jason Duckworth
President, Acadia Land Company

Eugenie Walsh Flaherty, Ph.D*
Psychologist (refired)

Beth Gonzales™ *
Chief Operating Officer, Xiente

Alex Hellmuth *

Business Management Senior Director,
Boston Consulting Group

Jamal Hill, Esq.* *

Associate Counsel,
Harris Blitzer Sports & Entertainment

Matt Johnston* *

Senior Vice President, Equitable Advisors

Kim Lewis*
Head of Lower Division, Avenues:

The World School in New York City

Richard Previdi
Founder and Managing Partner, Alliance HP

Jane H. Rosenberg* *

Keino Terrell* *
Head of Middle School,

Germantown Friends School

Michelle Todd-Coleman* *

Principal, Henry W. Lawton
Elementary School

David Wade* *

Chief of Staff, PA Office of
Transformation & Opportunity

Wes Yamamoto *

Executive Managing Director,
Pathstone

* Development Committee

** Program Committee




Additional
Committee
Members

DEVELOPMENT
Jessica Kloss

Betsy Neiva

PROGRAM
Matt Greenawalt
Marnie Kerr

Priscilla Kinney

Special thanks to GFS’ wonderful
nurses, maintenance team, HR, IT,
Controller Jenny Mehrotra, and
Matthew Winship and Takiyah

Bethea, Advancement Services!

Staff

Michelle Palmer
Executive Director

Jessica Richardson
Director of Donor Engagement

Sue Chen

Recruitment Manager and
Summer Capstone and College Bound Lead

Sakina Parks

Program Manager

Kanchan Rai
Research, Cultivation and Events Associate

Michelle Reyes Aleti

Communications Manager

Seasonal
Program Staff

Sakina Parks

Program Manager

Sue Chen

Summer Capstone and College Bound Lead
Stewart Calloway

Sue Chen

Maxime Sinal

Summer Co-Deans of Students

Matt Greenawalt

Ceora Wearing-Moore

Summer Co-Deans of Faculty

Alexandra Dark
SYP Dean of Faculty
Brittani Davis
Adam Hotek
Soo Lee

Najah Spruill
Eddy Yu

Summer Instructional Coaches
Ava Parks
Mason Wiltshire
Summer Interns
Delaney Ho
Sophia McCrea

Social Media Coordinators
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR
MAJOR PARTNERS AND SPONSORS

THE
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EDUCATIONAL IMPROVEMENT TAX

CREDIT CONTRIBUTIONS

Anonymous

Rija Beares

this fiscal year. Cornelius Brown

We are grateful for this additional

Jason and Angela
support from the following Duckworth

individuals and businesses:

Philadelphia
Insurance Companies

Jane Hirschhorn
Rosenberg and
llan Rosenberg

Wesley and Anne
Yamamoto

TURN YOUR PA TAX DOLLARS INTO SUPPORT...

If you are an individual Pennsylvania taxpayer, business, or corporation, you can redirect your state tax liability
and support tuition/stipends for Breakthrough Scholars and Teaching Fellows through the Educational Improvement
Tax Credit (EITC) Program. Individuals may receive up to a 90% tax credit for their contribution. If you're interested

in participating, please contact us at development@breakthroughphilly.org
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mailto:development%40breakthroughphilly.org?subject=

BREAKTHROUGH
OF GREATER PHILADELPHIA
REPORT OF GIFTS

July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026
Listed in alphabetical order

CASH DONATIONS*
$50,000+

Jason and Angela Duckworth
Peggy and Rich Greenawalt
Hamilton Family Charitable Trust
Pincus Family Foundation

Sixers Youth Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999
Sasank Aleti and
Michelle Reyes Aleti
BLBB Charitable
Cornelius Brown

Karr Barth Associates in alliance
with Equitable Advisors

The Horace W. Goldsmith

Foundation
Hilda and Preston Davis Foundation

Pennsylvania Department
of Education

Philadelphia Insurance Companies
RSM US Foundation
William and Martha Slaughter

$15,000 - $24,999

Robert and Susan Fleming

Anne and Philip Glatfelter
Foundation

Rama Marda
Carl Park and Jane Ahn
Rama and Shashi Marda

Foundation

Sanofi
The Leo Model Foundation

$10,000 - $14,999
ARCO Design/Build

D. Jeffry Benoliel and
Amy Branch Benoliel

Caroline Alexander Buck
Foundation

Fox Chase Bank Charitable Fund

Dave Greene and Penka Slavova
/ The Mount Pleasant Fund of the
Philadelphia Foundation

Greenfield Foundation -
Rosenberg Fund

Joni and Bill Greenfield
Clay and Lynn Hamlin
Robert Niehaus
Ocean First Foundation

Joshua Plotkin and
Alice Chen-Plotkin

Seybert Foundation
Total Construction Inc.
Wesley and Anne Yamamoto

$5,000 - $9,999
Alliance HP

Barack Ferrazzano

William Bowie

Michael Daley
Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation
Empower Construction

Jean and J. Michael Fitzpatrick
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Eugenie Flaherty

David and Linda Glickstein /
Linda and David Glickstein Fund
of the Philadelphia Foundation

Patricia Higgins

Dolores Hillas

George and Elissa Hirschhorn
Jonathan E. Rhoads Trust

Jones Lang LaSalle

Joseph Kennard Skilling Trust
The Farmboy Fund

Sue Lee

Marcos Lopez

Christopher Ludwick Foundation

Carolyn Millstein / Treasure Hill
Foundation

Betsy and John Neiva de
Figueiredo

Pathstone

Richard Previdi

Sunil Mulani and Kanchan Rai
Jonathan and Julia Rhoads

Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Stein

The Scholler Foundation

Maryann Connolly and Lyle Ungar

The David Nation/Suzan Willcox
Family Fund of the Philadelphia
Foundation

$1,000 - $4,999
Ad Prima Charter School
Lamonte and Zarah Adams

Nell Anderson



Arcadia Land Company

Baker Tilly

Pauline Gray and Ned Barnard
Daphne and Roger Baxter

Rija Beares

Bluestone Foundation

Bohler Engineering

Francine and Kenneth Boone
Breakthrough Collaborative
Wilson and Anne Brown

David Bushnell and Kimberly Pelkey
CBRE

Clem Cheng

D2 Groups

Caroline Davidson

Jennifer Davidson

Edward and Karren DeSeve
Ibrahima Diallo

Marc DiNardo and
Elizabeth T. Drum

Dick Dupuis
Jack and Pamela Ende

Page Fahrig-Pendse and
Sagun Pendse

Maxine Field
Deirdre Francis
Fulton Bank

Germantown Friends School
DIS Investment Club

Matt Greenawalt and
Anna Stowell Greenawalt

Greenberg Traurig, LLP

Robert and Susie Harries
Elisabeth and Betsy Hawkings
Alexandra and Nelson Hellmuth
Stephen Hellmuth

Hannah Caldwell Henderson
and Alan Henderson

Henrietta Tower Wurts Memoria
Jamal C. Hill

Nathaniel Hunter

Rolanda Johnson

Matthew Johnston

Jottan Roofing, Inc.

Paula Sunshine and Robert Kagan

Barbara and Edi Karni

KBC Advisors

David and Karen Kern
Alexander and Marnie Kerr
Priscilla Kinney

Klehr Harrison Harvey Branzburg
Sudhir Kondisetty

Kroff Chemical Company
Caroline and David Lacey

Peter and Emilie Lapham

Brian Wilson and Kimberly Lewis
Liberty One Wealth

LLR Partners

Michele McDonald

Elana McDonald, MD

Colette McElwee

Mimi and Jim McKenzie

Pallav and Neeta Mehta

Merion Commercial Realty

Federico Mingozzi and
Joseph Kotarski

Alexander and Alison Nalle
Harsinie Panditaratne

Parke Bank

Sharon Parker

Paypal Giving Foundation
Carla Thompson and Erskine Payton
Nancy Petersmeyer
Philadelphia Activities Fund, Inc.
David and Betsy Plimack

David and Karina Reuter

Aaron and Jessica Richardson
Riley Riper Hollin & Colagreco
John and Theresa Rollins

Jane Hirschhorn Rosenberg and
llan Rosenberg

Andrew Rouse

Omar Sabir

Karen Scholnick

Anonymous

SSH Real Estate

Stanwich Energy

Craig Stevens and Lynn Rzonca
Stockton Real Estate Advisors, LLC
T. Rowe Price

United Way of Greater Philadelphia
and Southern New Jersey

Voracious Hospitality Group
W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Cheryl Wade

David Wade

James and Brigette Weinrott
Dongsook Whitehead

Martin Winter

Sarah Winters and Brendan Carr
David Zavitz

Richard Bartholomew
Boston Consulting Group
Lloyd and Merrill Brotman
Lyn Buchheit

Rhoda Bundy

William Burnett and
Lisa Sherman Burnett

Susan Butler

Charles Condro

Constance Dellmuth

Saryu and Jitu Desai

Brendan and Phyllis Elick

Lori Faye

David J. Feldman

John Doyle Flaherty

Robin Friedman and Declan Spring
James Galbally

Louisa and Mauricio Garrido
GESU

llana Goldfus and Ben Profeta

Phoebe Haddon and
Frank McClellan

Stephen Hallowell

Ann Dupuis Hozack

Sandra Jewett

Joseph and Mary Jo Kearfott

Anthony Kyriakakis and
Aleni Pappas/Anonymous

Emily McClure
George H. McNeely

Starr C. Osborne and
Mark Nottingham

Jessica Perrone
Jacky Petit-Homme
Adam and Tracy Piatkowski
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Reginald Royster
Rajeev Sachdeva
Robert and Susan Silverstein

Jennifer Stetzer Goldberg and
David Goldberg

David and Louise Strawbridge
Sean Thaxter
Eric Wabhlers

Julie and Harvey Welker
Sally West Williams

Olaniyan Adefumi

America’s Charities

Sulhee Antal

Savitha Balakrishnan

Richard and Jane Baron

Thomas A. Bell

David Benson

Malika Bethea

Edward Biester and Carol Press

Blackbaud

Niya Blackwell

Robert and llene Blain

Deb Brackett

Jordan Brackett

Kathleen Bright

Royal E. Bright, Jr.

Karen Browne Smith

Judith Budner

John Bustard and Bonnie Andrews

Bridget Bynum

Katie Fleming Capecchi and
Dan Capecchi

Alison Celello

Marybeth Celello

Faisha Cherry

Virginia Christensen

Darren Coleman and
Michelle Todd-Coleman

Eileen Conry
Charles Cooper
Kate Comwell

Charnice Culmer
Allison DeCaro
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James Degnan

Erica Dickerson
Charles and Gene Dilks
Jeanin Dunmore

Alexa Klein Dunn

David Dye and Karen Heller

Tom and Ellie Elkinton
Robyn Ettinger

Tish Fabens

Jill Greenfield Feldman

Suzanne and Martin Fenster

Katherine Flaherty

Canute Forbes and
Juanne Gill-Forbes

Franklin Fountain
Friends of Tarik Khan
Adriana Garcia
Elizabeth Gemmill
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
Jose Gonzalez
Deborah Gordon Klehr
Alisa Goren

Tamara Greenfield King
Rick and Hallie Grodin
Robert Haimes

Roslyn Hammond
Nancy Home

Irene Hughes

Emily Hurst

Carol Jarvis

Rebecca Johnson and
Lawrence Weisberg

Tarik Khan
Jessica Kloss
Julia Krasner
Rebecca Kruer
Dorothy Kurz
Brian Lake
Kevin Lee

Miriam Leisman Rubin and
Daniel Rubin

Gregg and Mara Lemos-Stein

Michael Lintulahti and
Vanessa Williams

Alice F. Long

Louis Nayovitz Foundation
Many Hands Coffee Co.
Sherie Martin

Peter F. and
Nancy Brockway Marvin

Kimberly McLain
Sarah McMenamin
Jim McNeal
Joseph McNeal
Ale McNeil

Sean Mercier
Della Micah
Gerard Mihalickg

Carol Rawlings Miller and

Jim Miller
Joyce Millman
Felicia Morrison

Conrad Waldron and

Michelle Palmer
Lynne Pastor
Mana Pradip Khandvala
Eve and Fred Prensky Roe
Kim and Daniel Price
Paula Pritchett
Mikaele Racine
Anonymous
William Rawlings
Shakirah Ray
Karen Reddick-Little

Heather E Harper and
Joseph S Reese

J. Matthew Riggan

Claire Robinson

Kermit Roosevelt and Felicia Lewis
Patricia Rose and Marta Dabezies
Susan and Michael Rose

Dan Rosin and Anya Rosin

Robert and Susan Rubin

Erin Russell

Grace W. Schlosser

Deena Schneider

Marjorie Shiekman

Anna Shurak

Benjamin Silverman and
Allison LaFave



Duane Michelle Sims

Frannie and Peter Smith

Ann and Steve Sparkes
Darren Spielman and Liza Spielman
Stephen St. Vincent

Keino Terrell and Lauren Davis
Lydia Terry

The Mentholatum Company
Michael Thompson

Anna Todd

Francis Vargas

Audrey Walden

Helen P. Walker

Richard and Debbie Ware
Angela and Michael Warfield
Peter and Jean Warrington
Latesha Watson

Nia Watson

Isabella Way

Dana J. Weeks

Amy Welsh

Randal and Leanna Lee Whitman
Judith Wicks

Eric Winicov

Matthew Winship and
Amanda Weeks

Patty Wright
Christopher Yamamoto

Michael Zapiec

IN-KIND DONATIONS
50 Watts Books
André Robert Lee

Andrew Safady and Maura Green
- Maura Green Jewelry

Arden Theater Company
Artisans on the Avenue

Baker Street Bread

Barcade

Barnes Foundation

Boston Consulting Group

Ben Olds - Haven Human Assets
Beyond the Bell

Booked

Bredenbeck’s Bakery and Ice
Cream Parlor

Brighton

Catered by Ro
Chestnut Hill Brewing Company
Chestnut Hill Jewelers
Chill on the Hill

City Winery

Cradles to Crayons
El Quetzal

Ennulat Gift Shop
Ensemble Arts Philly
Equitable Advisors /

Karr Barth Associates
Fearless Restaurants
First Student
First Tee - Greater Philadelphia
Fleisher Art Memorial
Flyers Charities
Framebridge
Franne McNeal
George McNeely
Giraffe
Golf Galaxy
High Point Cafe
HOST Interiors
J.Mclaughlin
Jeni’s Ice Cream

Jennifer Low and Sean Williams -
The Frosted Fox

JIL

Loch Bar

Longwood Gardens
Modish Nail Salon
Moondance Farm Studios
Night Kitchen Bakery
Open Door Café

Peter Capolino - Mitchell and Ness

Nostalgia
Philadelphia Eagles
Philadelphia Film Society
Philadelphia Flyers
Philadelphia Museum of Art
Philadelphia Union
Pompanoosuc Mill

Riverwards Produce
Robertson’s Flowers & Events
SaintJoseph'’s University
Sara Zebovitz

Sean and Jeong Allen

Shake Shack

Shane Confections

Shayna Ferreira - Fox News
Sixers Youth Foundation

Stephen and Geeta Simons -
The Royal Boucherie

Sue Chen and James Minicucci

Temple University Office of
Community Affairs

The Clay Studio

Tina Ramchandani Creative
Toto's Pizzeria

Walnut Street Theater
Weaver's Way Co-Op
Wilma Theater

Yvonne Previdi

Zipf's Candies

Special thanks to Betsy
Neiva for her Spring Soirée
solicitation support for silent
auction gifts.
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