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ONE PROGRAM.
DUAL PURPOSE.

Guided by our vision to reach educational
equity and diversity, Breakthrough of
Greater Philadelphia is a single program

with a dual mission:

o
%';‘:‘ EI Take a closer look at Breakthrough...
ﬁ# : scan here to view our interactive 2023-24 Impact Report!
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Breakthrough is a seven-year, tuitionfree academic >

accelerator for highly motivated, traditionally underserved >
middle schoolers in Philadelphia’s public, charter, and

parochial schools. Breakthrough nurtures a love of learning

and helps Scholars reach top-choice high schools, setting the

foundation for college/postsecondary and career success.

Breakthrough builds the next generation of diverse, talented
teachers through its intensive teacher-in-residence program,
designed to train and inspire college students to pursue >

careers in education.

> >



Dear Friends,

Fall is a time of excitement, reflection, and thoughtful planning here at
Breakthrough! Now in my fourth year as Executive Director, | would
like to take this season as an opportunity to celebrate the academic
and personal growth of Breakthrough'’s Scholars and Teaching
Fellows. I'd also like to wish our Alumni well as they embark on their
exciting next chapters.

When Breakthrough students departed from GFS’ campus last month, our staff and advisory board
humbly reflected on the program and the impact it had on students and education in Philadelphia.
We transformed these reflections into what we hope will result in stronger programming and
operating plans to meet the evolving needs of the students and families we serve. We remain
steadfast in our dual-mission to help Breakthrough Scholars reach topchoice high schools and
build a diverse, talented teacher workforce. Inspired by our vision to reach educational equity and
diversity, | am grateful to say that we are continuing to advance our dual-mission heading into our
30th anniversary year of programming in 2025.

This year, over 200 students participated in Breakthrough's tuitionfree program, which has
continually flourished since the pandemic. Building upon the high school admissions and
preparation curriculum initiated in 2023, a joint Staff-Advisory Board committee launched another
new initiative — College Bound. Nearly 20 Breakthrough Scholars enrolled and participated in four
workshops, where they explored various careers, created resumes, practiced interviews, toured
local colleges, and learned about financial planning and postsecondary options. Special thanks

to our dedicated Advisory Board, Staff, and volunteers from Boston Consulting Group, RSM,
Sanofi, Equitable Karr Barth Advisors, PHLY, Empower Construction, PA Youth Vote, The Defender
Association of Philadelphia, Church & Dwight, and Montage Diversity Consultants, all of whom
served as the backbone of this critical program.

With the launch of College Bound, Breakthrough now meets the needs of students beyond their
middle school years and officially extends our program from a three-year to a seven-year academic
accelerator serving highly motivated, high-need students in éth through 12th grades — all at no cost
to students and families.

Career Conversations, Community Connections, and local/international field frips remain pillars of
Breakthrough'’s program. | am eager for Scholars and Teaching Fellows to dive into these enrichment
opportunities, and | encourage you fo engage in their experiences on Breakthrough’s website and
social media channels — Instagram | Facebook | Twitter/X | TikTok | LinkedIn | YouTube.

If you would like to volunteer with Breakthrough, please take a moment to complete this two-minute
survey. We're eager to hear from you, and we certainly need your help!

The Teaching Fellow (TF) portion of our program has also made good progress this year. In an effort
to build the ranks of educators, the University of Pennsylvania’s GSE recently announced that they
will provide an annual $20,000 scholarship for each Breakthrough of Greater Philadelphia TF Alum
who enrolls in Penn GSE’s Urban Teaching Program. We are thrilled about this partnership and vote
of confidence in our TF Alumni. Our Summer 2024 program saw a record-level of returning TFs,
with one-third of the TF cohort returning from 2023. 75% of Summer 2024's TFs were fellows of
color, surpassing last year's record high. At the national level, Breakthrough recently reported that
75% of Teaching Fellows pursue careers in education, with over two-thirds of current teachers stating
that they plan to teach for 5 or more years. | am hopeful seeing this data, which demonsirates
Breakthrough TFs’ long-term commitment to the teaching profession.


https://sites.google.com/germantownfriends.org/breakthrough-soc/home
https://www.breakthroughphilly.org/
https://www.instagram.com/breakthroughphl/
https://www.facebook.com/BreakthroughPhilly
https://twitter.com/BTPhilly
https://www.tiktok.com/@breakthroughphilly
https://www.linkedin.com/company/breakthrough-of-greater-philadelphia/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJmmtmJJ1Dn2vBQlyzez6Se_MVwTH59WA
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc263vN_9wsXDMgzJKVRpIbNQipri9L7auKGrJY273JYPvpzQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc263vN_9wsXDMgzJKVRpIbNQipri9L7auKGrJY273JYPvpzQ/viewform

Breakthrough of Greater Philadelphia was incredibly fortunate to receive summer coverage from
6 different media outlets, including Ukee Washington (CBS News) and Nydia Han (éabc), who
inspired our Teaching Fellows and Scholars with their personal experiences and words of wisdom.
Visit our website to see Breakthrough’s summer media coverage.

As we step into our 30th Anniversary year in 2025, my focus turns to the following goals:

* Improve Scholar outcomes through comprehensive, end+to-end support from 6th through 12th
grades. Per a recent survey, 83% of 8th grade Breakthrough Scholars attend a top three choice
high school, with 100% attending non-neighborhood Philadelphia high schools. This upcoming
fiscal year, we will extend our middle school program and build upon last year's College Bound
pilot program to deliver a unique curriculum that meets the demands and rigor of high school,
develops 21st century tech/digital skills, helps identify budding career interests, and provides
practical guidance for Scholars and their
families as they prepare for postsecondary .
education (e.g., mock inferviews, resume We remain steqdqut
preparation, saving for education). . . .

Ensure Teaching Fellows are prepared in our d ua I “mission
- professionally, personally, emotionally,
and mentally — fo enter the profession and to help Brea kth rough
consider placement for teaching jobs,
especially in Philadelphia. We had a SChOIOrs reGCh top-
number of Teaching Fellows in the Summer o o

o choice high schools

and build a diverse,

2024 cohort who were interested in the
School District of Philadelphia, including one

talented teacher
workforce.

Breakthrough Teaching Fellow who recently
shared with Chalkbeat about his experience
growing up in Philadelphia public schools
and his goal to return as a teacher after he

graduates from UPenn.

¢ Find additional diversified funding sources
to support Breakthrough’s long-term sustainability heading into our 30th anniversary year. We
are grateful for our Advisory Board, and the countless individuals, foundations, corporations who
have supported Breakthrough as we continue to expand our program, reach, and impact.

* As we plug info the city, neighborhoods, and schools more intentionally, | will focus on
strengthening community relationships and recruiting new members to our Advisory Board who
can help us establish partnerships, identify sustainable funding, and enhance Breakthrough's
programming in a meaningful way.

For the third consecutive year, we ended the '23/24 fiscal year in a solid financial position, with
approximately $1.4 million in revenue received to cover our expenses of $1.2 million. BCG
continues fo generously lend their social impact, management and strategy expertise to help shape
and implement our strategic plans and roadmap, in which Advisory Board, Committees and Staff
have all taken active leadership roles.

Thank you for your continued confidence in Breakthrough's students, and for supporting our mission.
As always, | invite you to visit the program, get involved, and provide your valuable support and
ideas. | look forward to seeing you at the Breakfast of Champions on October 24th at 8:15am.
Until then, enjoy reading this year's Impact Report and please join me in launching Breakthrough
into a successful future.

With deep gratitude,
Michelle Palmer

1# (I @Z\/\ Executive Director,

Breakthrough of Greater Philadelphia


https://www.breakthroughphilly.org/inthenews
https://www.chalkbeat.org/philadelphia/2024/08/16/new-teachers-share-hopes-and-fears-for-school-year/
https://www.chalkbeat.org/philadelphia/2024/08/16/new-teachers-share-hopes-and-fears-for-school-year/
https://www.chalkbeat.org/philadelphia/2024/08/16/new-teachers-share-hopes-and-fears-for-school-year/
https://www.chalkbeat.org/philadelphia/2024/08/16/new-teachers-share-hopes-and-fears-for-school-year/
https://www.chalkbeat.org/philadelphia/2024/08/16/new-teachers-share-hopes-and-fears-for-school-year/
https://www.chalkbeat.org/philadelphia/2024/08/16/new-teachers-share-hopes-and-fears-for-school-year/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc263vN_9wsXDMgzJKVRpIbNQipri9L7auKGrJY273JYPvpzQ/viewform
https://onecau.se/breakthrough-breakfast2024
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS & UPDATES

Summer 2024 Program

Sakina Parks, Program Manager

Scholars and Teaching Fellows alike had a growthilled summer at Breakthrough, with each
day bringing invigorating and impactful experiences. 34 Teaching Fellows trained in a nine-
week summer residency from June 10 to August 9th, where they taught 175 Breakthrough

Scholars for six weeks.

Teaching Fellows served as lead teachers in the classroom and received daily professional
development and training from Deans of Faculty, Ceora Wearing-Moore, and Matt
Greenawalt, as well as from Instructional Coaches from the Philadelphia School District and
Germantown Friends School (GFS). Brittani Davis, Gabrielle Goodman, Adam Hotek, Mack
Hilton, and LaShundra McCook were our dedicated Instructional Coaches this summer.
Stewart Calloway and Sue Chen served as our dynamic Deans of Students and provided
tremendous support for Scholars and Fellows. In addition to their teaching roles in the
classroom, Teaching Fellows had the opportunity fo take on various leadership roles including

committee chairs and grade leaders.

Scholars participated in four academic courses per day (math, science, history through writing,
and literature) and electives such as crocheting, Bollywood dance, golf, ancient mythology, and
gardening. Scholars engaged daily in Breakthrough's unique, high-energy community building
activities like Spirit Checks and SLC cheers, which took place during All School Meeting
(ASM) and Small Learning Community (SLC) time. Fridays focused on culture and community

. building through fun field
trips and other shared

experiences. Scholars had

a blast roller skating and
enjoyed their adventures
to the Philadelphia Zoo,
Camden Aquarium, and
The Academy of Natural
Sciences. A huge thank
you to Equitable Karr Barth
Associates for volunteering
to serve as chaperones

for our field trips. We also
continued our partnership

with Walnut Hill Golf/First




Tee with Scholars participating in weekly golf lessons. Wacky Wednesdays and ASM provided
another level of fun, where SLCs participated in games and other community building activities

daily. We had a particularly spirited and healthy competition around earning “SLC points” with
SLC’s earning upwards of 5,000 points this summer!

Scholars enjoyed the interactive classroom lessons. Several guest speakers also shared about
their careers and life experiences via our yearround Career Conversations series which

took place on campus and during our field trips. (For a comprehensive list of speakers,

see the “"Guest Speaker” writeup later in this report). In-kind donors also kept our program
interesting throughout the summer. We are grateful for in-kind donations from Frosted Fox
Bakery, Famous 4th Street Cookie Company, Walnut Lane Golf Club, Equitable, and Cradles
to Crayons.

Scholars concluded the summer program with Celebration Day on August 2nd. Students
had the opportunity to participate in a funfilled day created by the Arts and Celebration
committee and hosted by our Teaching Fellows and enthusiastic volunteers from RSM US LLP.
Scholars had the opportunity to showcase their work and talents gained during their elective
coursework, and also had a full day of fun activities, including a giant water slide, karaoke,
and plenty of delicious treats. Thank you to our amazing BTGP parents for their donations
and support throughout the summer!



Launched in 2024...
Breakthrough: College Bound

Sue Chen, Recruitment Manager and College Bound Llead

Earlier this year, a joint staff-advisory board committee designed a new pilot program for
high school-aged Scholars called Breakthrough: College Bound. Nearly 20 high schoolers
participated in the pilot program, which will roll out in earnest in 2024-2025. College
Bound's mission is to prepare BTGP Scholars and their families to be successful in the college
application process. We offered four Saturday workshops on the campus of Germantown
Friends School:

e A Deep Dive into Career Conversations: Scholars had in-
depth conversations with professionals and learned about their
educational and career journeys. They also participated in TS

hands-on projects and discussions about careers in law, tech,
healthcare, entrepreneurship, and business, among others.
Special thanks to volunteers Francine Boone (ERM), William
Bowie (Empower Construction), Sharene Ginyard (Defender
Association of Philadelphia), Amala Ifediora (Church & Dwight),
Dr. Claire Robinson (Private Practice, OB-GYN), and Fatir
Woods (RSM US LLP).

Resume Building and Interview Preparation: Whether Scholars
were applying for summer jobs or preparing for college
applications, a resume and/or interview is a required part of the
process. At this workshop, Scholars heard from experts about
the components of a successful resume and interview. They
completed their own resumes, and ended the day with a round
of mock interviews fo hone their speaking and presentation
skills. Special thanks to volunteers from Boston Consulting Group
(Matt Smith, Sean Thaxter, Sandy Shen, Devu Nair, Mary
Shiffer, Eryn Cohen), Sanofi (Poorna Ashok, Elizabeth Magner),
RSM US LLP (Kristen B. Cummings and Rajdeep Singh), and
Michael Thompson (Montage Diversity) for leading a high-

impact, dynamic workshop!



* College 101 and Personal Finance: This workshop unpacked the college admissions process,
led by Sue Chen, and also provided advice regarding financial planning from Matt Johnston
and Brian Lake, Equitable Karr Barth. Topics included college affordability, loan types,
applying for scholarships, loan forgiveness, and personal finance (budgeting, debt, etc.).
We also covered commonly used college terminology, College Fair conduct, SAT/ACT vs.
Test Optional schools, testing and application timelines. Scholars even participated in an
admission committee simulation! Special thanks to Equitable Karr Barth and Breakthrough
Alumna Kamryn Davis (PA Youth Vote) for sharing her journey from BTGP Scholar fo college,
and her current role as Philadelphia Regional Director, PA Youth Vote.

* College Tour at St. Joseph’s University: Scholars met with current St. Joe's students, who
gave them a bespoke campus tour. They also got a sneak peek of the Field House and
experienced on-campus dining. Scholars learned about St. Joe's unique co-op program and

various infernship opportunities.




An essential goal of Community Connections is for Breakthrough to have a stronger presence

at GFS, feel part of the school, and become integrated into the life of the community. In our
over-scheduled lives, it is important for kids to be able to navigate and build relationships
with younger/older students who may have had different lived experiences.

2023-24 was our third year of the Community Connections program, which included math,
standardized test prep, literature and vocabulary building skills. Similar to last year, we
focused on deepening the connections between GFS mentor-tutors and Breakthrough students
through an hour of one-on-one tutoring, reading, writing, and discussion, followed by an
hour of dinner, community-building games and activities. We hosted two trips in the Fall and
Spring: Ice Skating at Dilworth Park and Tree Top Quest in Fairmount Park.

We are eager to welcome Breakthrough Scholars and GFS students back to class on
September 18l






Guest Speakers:
Career Conversations,
High School Prep,
College Bound

Michelle Reyes Aleti, Communications Manager

Over 40 guest speakers participated in Breakthrough’s Career
Conversations, High School Prep, and College Bound workshops last
fiscal year. Scholars learned about various professions, the ups and
downs of starting and maintaining careers, and rationale behind guest
speakers’ education choices. Scholars also heard from admissions
officers representing SDP, Independent, Parochial, Charter, and Boarding
high schools. Scholars learned what it takes to apply and be seriously
considered for admissions. We hope these opportunities provide

inspiration and tangible action steps for Breakthrough Scholars to reach

their educational and career goals.




Thanks to Breakthrough’s
FY 23/24 Guest Speakers!

Career Conversations

ACADEMY OF NATURAL SCIENCES

CRAIG ABLIN
Philadelphia Macaroni Company

JEONG ALLEN
Nurse Anesthesist

BRIDGET BATTLES
The BB Experience

KEVIN BELL
Penn State University

MARC DINARDO
NASA/KBR Careers

EARL GORDON
New York Security Solutions

NYDIA HAN
6abc

ERIC HERRENKOHL
AchieveNEXT

JARIAN KEREKES
Equitable Advisors

HONORABLE
TARIK KHAN
PA House of Representatives

LAUREN LAVER
TANYA SHELLEY
SIG

SUBARNA MALAKAR
SHANE NELSON
Sanofi

DR. ELANA MCDONALD
DELANA WARDLAW
The Twin Sister Docs



LESLIE PARRA
Clorox

JESSICA PERRONE
Her Financial IQ

THE PHILADELPHIA ZOO

DAKOTAH RICE
SHABAIG CHATHA
TUSHAR NAIR
Tatch

UKEE WASHINGTON
CBS News

VANESSA WILLIAMS
Hospital at the University

of Pennsylvania

KURT YASENCHAK
Campbell Soup Company




ZACHARIAH DEMUSZ
Director of Admissions and
Communications, Roman Catholic

LAUREN O’GARRO MOORE
Director of Upper School Admissions and
Diversity Recruitment, GFS

HAYDEE L. SUN-ACOSTA
Recruitment & Admissions Manager, A
Better Chance

BEZ WALLACE

Assistant Director of Admission for
Multicultural Recruitment & Outreach,
The George School

College Bound

FRANCINE BOONE
ERM

WILLIAM BOWIE
Empower Construction

SHARENE GINYARD
Defender Association of Philadelphia

AMALA IFEDIORA
Church & Dwight

DR. CLAIRE ROBINSON
Private Practice, OB-GYN

FATIR WOODS
RSM US LLP

MATT SMITH

SEAN THAXTER
SANDY SHEN

DEVU NAIR

MARY SHIFFER
ERYN COHEN

Boston Consulting Group

POORNA ASHOK
ELIZABETH MAGNER
Sanofi

KRISTEN B. CUMMINGS
RAJDEEP SINGH
RSM US LLP

MICHAEL THOMPSON
Montage Diversity

MATT JOHNSTON
BRIAN LAKE
Equitable Karr Barth

KAMRYN DAVIS
PA Youth Vote




In Summer 2024, a group of Breakthrough Scholars attended Seeds of Change, a 10-day
program in Costa Rica that encourages students o explore science (STEM) careers through
immersive research experiences. View trip videos/photos and read their expedition blog,
created by Monet Anderson. A snapshot of Scholars’ schedules shows just how rigorous and

exciting the trip was!

> >»
Day 2

Morning hike near the La Anita Rainforest
Ranch, followed by a lesson on cacao
(origins, types of cacao plants, tasting) and
visit o Seeds of Change Research Lab high
in the mountains of the Alajuela Province.
End the day with a night hike to identify
nocturnal organisms and observe different
species of frogs, beetles and other insects.



https://sites.google.com/germantownfriends.org/breakthrough-soc/home

Day 4

Scholars visited the ASOMECOLI Butterfly
Research Lab and Garden to learn about different
butterfly species. They formulated hypotheses
about which area in their newlyformed ant
colony would contain Escovopsis (a parasitic
microfungus) and set up experiments fo test their
hypotheses. Students began formulating their
group research proposals, and presented their
project proposals in front of an audience.

Question

Hypothesis

Predictions




VOLUNTEERING AT BREAKTHROUGH

Michelle Reyes Aleti, Communications Manager

Volunteers are critical to our program content and delivery. From
chaperones to guest speakers, admissions interviewers to resume coaches,
Breakthrough volunteers bring their deep and diverse experiences to

inspire and guide Scholars.

Here's a sample of the myriad ways to get involved with Breakthrough
throughout the year. If you're interested in donating your time and talent,

please complete this brief two-minute survey and we'll be in touch!

>

Help us inferview and recommend new
Scholar applicants and their families in

the Breakthrough admissions process.

This is a unique volunteer opportunity

that plays a critical role in building the
Scholar class, shaping Breakthrough’s
culture and community, and identifying
highly motivated students who are

passionate about education.

Help Breakthrough's Teaching Fellows

decorate the hallways for the incoming
class of ~200 Scholars. No need to
bring supplies, just your creativity

and energy to help create inspiring
classrooms and halls for the summer
program.


https://forms.gle/PRcB6oYuFHBkaARX7
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X
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>>>

We're seeking volunteers to share about their careers and
sfpmoon  §B1 sfeammoucn educational journeys with Breakthrough Scholars in College
Bound. Volunteers will have in-depth conversations and
possibly share hands-on projects to help bring their jobs to
life. We're seeking professionals and skilled workers across
a variety of careers/industries — real estate, life sciences,
higher ed, law, tech, healthcare, entrepreneurship, and
business, among others.

> >y b

>
>

< mwougH o SNEAKTHROUGH  guT TR e BREAKTIROUGN

Volunteers help assemble and mail our
end of calendar and fiscal year appeals,
both critical sources of fundraising for

BREAKTHROUGH

Breakthrough. It's a low-key and fun morning,
and incredibly high-impact for Breakthrough!

>




Last July, Breakthrough welcomed Teaching Fellow and Scholar Alumni
back to GFS for a memorable reunion BBQ. Summer 2024 Teaching
Fellows were also celebrated at this special occasion, where Advisory

Board member Nanie Flaherty shared moving remarks about the crucial

role teachers hold in middle schoolers’ lives.

Breakthrough Scholar Alumni (dating back to 20071) reconnected with
SLC mates, friends and BTGP staff members (both current and former) to
learn about the latest program happenings. We especially loved hearing
about the education and career choices Alumni have made, and the

impact they're making along their journeys.

20



Teaching Fellow Alumni were also

well represented at the BBQ. | had
a thrilling conversation with TF
Alumni Rex Yin (2013) and Miles
Borowsky (2021), who exchanged
stories about their Breakthrough

TF residencies. Though separated by 8 years, it was evident that their
experiences with Breakthrough's unique culture, community, and training,
and their passion for educational equity were strikingly similar! We
gleaned valuable perspectives on teaching and the education landscape,
as Rex shared his post-Breakthrough experiences as a classroom teacher
and founder of a preschool in Philadelphia. His wisdom was timely, as
Miles was a couple of weeks away from embarking on his teaching
career in the District
of Columbia public

school system.

The BBQ wouldn’t
have been a

Breakthrough event

without Dean Stewart
Calloway calling for
a “SPIRIT CHECK!” and, just like it was yesterday, over 50 individuals
transported themselves back to the days of All School Meeting... captured

here in this short video!
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_JSBjZUBK2fm59bYEIT-V1Wz2_Znw52n/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_JSBjZUBK2fm59bYEIT-V1Wz2_Znw52n/view?usp=sharing

PERSPECTIVE FROM BREAKTHROUGH
SCHOLAR AND PARENT

AUBREY TOLBERT

8th Grader, John Story Jenks Academy for Arts & Sciences

3’ Y Remarks from Breakthrough Visiting Day, July 2024

T

MY NAME IS AUBREY TOLBERT, and | am a Scholar at Breakthrough of

Greater Philadelphia. | am very excited to welcome you all to our educational

summer program. It's an honor to represent such a diverse and enthusiastic group
of learners. Over the past few weeks, us Breakthrough Scholars have been on a
journey of discovery, growth, and transformation that will leave a lasting impact
on each of us.

This program is designed to challenge our minds, expand our horizons, and to join
a learning community of other curious and passionate students. At Breakthrough,
there are a lot of fun activities and guest speakers who share their knowledge and
experiences with us. From all of our interactive classes to all the fun games we
play, every bit of this program is made to increase your passion for learning and
inspire you to make new goals and achieve greater opportunities.

| encourage every Scholar to embrace this opportunity with an open mind and
positive attitude. Step out of your comfort zones, ask questions and try to engage
with the material and each other. Remember, this program is not just about
academic learning. It's about building friendships, developing new skills and
helping us to better understand the world around us.

Also, Breakthrough provides resources and support to every single student in the
program. The dedicated group of Teaching Fellows and other instructors help
guide us through both the program and other programs that we may have. You
don't have to hesitate to seek their advice and share your ideas. Collaboration
and teamwork are major components of this program and together we can
achieve great things. Breakthrough helps us to challenge ourselves, support one
another and strive for excellence in everything we do. | hope you enjoy this
amazing journey you are about to begin by applying for this program.

Thank you for your time and remember, We are Breakthrough!

22
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g ‘F=a DANIELLE TOLBERT

Remarks from Breakthrough Visiting Day, July 2024

MY NAME IS DANIELLE TOLBERT and | am the mother of Aubrey Tolbert, a
rising 8th grade Scholar. When Aubrey brought the Breakthrough program to my
attention 2 years ago, | have to admit that | was a litle apprehensive; not because
of the workload that the program entails (because | know she could handle that),
but because | knew her to be a bit shy and timid with a small circle of friends

and classmates. But in watching Aubrey participate in this program, it has been
fulfilling to see her growth throughout the years. It has actually pulled me out of my
comfort zone as well (as | am not big on public speaking, but here | am).

As parents, we always want the best for our children. We dream about their
futures, hoping they will seize every opportunity to grow, learn, and succeed.
This program represents a crucial step in that journey. It's more than just a bridge
between elementary, high school and college; it's a foundation for their future,
equipping them with the skills, knowledge, and confidence they need to thrive.

Every day, | see Aubrey tackling new challenges, embracing unfamiliar subjects,

and stepping out of her comfort zone. Watching her evolve, | am filled with

immense pride. | see a young woman who is not just preparing for high school
but is also preparing for life. Her eyes sparkle
with the excitement of new discoveries, and
her confidence grows with every task she
completes.

This program is helping her understand that
learning is a lifelong journey. It's teaching
her resilience, time management, and the
importance of asking questions and seeking
help when needed. These are lessons that will
serve her well beyond her school years.

We often worry about our children’s readiness
for the next big step. Will they cope with the pressures of high school2 Will they
find their way in a world that is so different from the one we grew up in2 Watching
Aubrey in this program has alleviated many of those fears. | see her surrounded

23
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by passionate educators,
mentors, and peers who are
all committed to her success.
She is learning to navigate
this new world with grace
and determination.

This experience is not just
about academic preparation.
It's about personal growth.
It's about seeing her develop
a sense of responsibility and
independence. It's about
watching her build friendships
that will support her through
her school years and beyond.
And it's about knowing that
she is stepping into the next

phase of her life with a strong
sense of self and a clear
vision of her goals.

| want to take a moment to thank the dedicated individuals who have made this
program possible. Your commitment fo our children’s education and well-being is
truly inspiring. You are shaping their futures and, by extension, shaping the future
of our communities and our world.

To my daughter, and to all the incredible young people in this program: | am in
awe of your courage, your curiosity, and your hard work. You are the architects of
your future, and you are building something extraordinary. Embrace every moment
of this journey. Learn as much as you can, not just from books, but from each
other. Take risks, make mistakes, and know that each step you take brings you
closer to your dreams.

| am grateful for this opportunity to see my daughter grow and flourish. This
summer program is more than just a preparatory course; it's a transformative
experience that is shaping her into the person she is meant to be.

Thank you.



SHOUT OUT TO BREAKTHROUGH...

Here's a summary of Breakthrough’s media coverage
over the past fiscal year!

CBS News Philadelphia
@CBS NEWS June 13, 2024 | By Marcella Baietto

©3 PHILADELPHIA [N generation of teachers in Philadelphia prepare to

teach middle schoolers with educational nonprofit”

Fox29 Philadelphia

FOXé? June 25, 2024 | By Shaynah Ferreira

PHILADELPHIA "Breakthrough program in Philly helps prepare middle school
students while training future teachers”

6abc Action News

J 24,2024
©ACTION NEWS [t

“Breakthrough Summer Program Opening Day featured on
6abc morning and evening segments”

6abc Action News

July 18, 2024
©:ACTION NEWS [

“Nydia Han welcomes Scholars and Teaching Fellows at
Breakthrough’s morning clap-in”

CBS News Philadelphia

®3 ’ @®CBS NEWS July 2024
PHILADELPHIA Ry Washington speaks with Scholars and Teaching Fellows

Philadelphia Magazine

Philadelphia | >

Breakthrough Spring Soirée featured in July 2024 issue

The Evening WURD, Tuesday Teach-In segment

wunn |7
Dr. Peterson speaks with Michelle Palmer about education in

96.1FM | 900AM Black. Talk. Media.

Philadelphia on Tuesday’s Teach-in segment
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https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/breakthrough-of-greater-philadelphia-education-teaching-fellows-germantown-friends-school/
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/breakthrough-of-greater-philadelphia-education-teaching-fellows-germantown-friends-school/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D6LwPrVXQ98IKkpZzlvBhj9owiD9PyyM/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NF5DtQI75-D8ydB5Uco4WUaitYsj0xLy/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OLBLM0CiqJqP9DQqas14c9mQ5lSN76iM/view
https://soundcloud.com/onwurd/evening-wurds-722024-michelle-palmer?si=f7cc948727e5487493d2813fba557822&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing

https://soundcloud.com/onwurd/evening-wurds-722024-michelle-palmer?si=f7cc948727e5487493d2813fba557822&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oZVB1toXyTVHrGNBS4kIyQvdBEtwmq_Z/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.fox29.com/news/breakthrough-program-philly-helps-prepare-middle-school-students-while-training-future-teachers
https://www.fox29.com/news/breakthrough-program-philly-helps-prepare-middle-school-students-while-training-future-teachers

MEET BREAKTHROUGH’S SUMMER 2024
TEACHING FELLOWS

Student, La Salle University

Teaching Fellow: Literature, Rising 6th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Board Games

“I'am currently going to school for education and English... being at
Breakthrough allows me to have experience in a classroom with middle school students,
helps with my program at my university, and | am able to do what | love: teach and build
relationships with all of my students. Helping kids with all different backgrounds and from all
over Philadelphia is an amazing feeling.”

Damia Ballentine
Student, University of Pennsylvania

Teaching Fellow: Science, Rising 9th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Innovative Culinary Arts

. “Teaching is my passion, particularly in urban areas, and Breakthrough
of Greater Philadelphia was close to home and allowed me to get a sense of teaching
for underrepresented minorities. This was my chance at expanding access to educational

resources for students who may also look like me.”

Student, Howard University

Teaching Fellow: Math, Rising 6th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Got Talent?

“| joined Breakthrough because | wanted the hands-on experience
of teaching. | learn all about it in my classes at school, specifically urban education.
Breakthrough provides the perfect practice | need to be successful along with meeting
incredible people.”
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Gabriel Bryant
Student, Howard University

Teaching Fellow: History, Rising 9th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Hip Hop History

“My favorite part of the summer program has been lesson planning and
getting fo know the Teaching Fellows!”

Student, Middlebury College

Teaching Fellow: Math, Rising 6th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Soccer

“I think | might want to be a teacher, and | think (Breakthrough) is such a
cool program. It's important work to provide a space for students to take ownership of their
drive and passion for education, and | really loved the energy in this program. My favorite
part of the program is just being in the classroom; it's great to hear from the students about
what they're thinking about and how they see the world.”

Renia Butts

Student, North Carolina Agricultural and
Technical State University

Teaching Fellow: Math, Rising 8th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Coloring and Music

“| joined Breakthrough to decide if teaching was the career path for me. After teaching, |
would like to take what | have learned to move into educational policy.”

Student, Germantown Friends School

Jr. Teaching Fellow: Math, Rising 7th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Crochet

“l am at Breakthrough to get experience in a classroom and try to help
other young students excel in their classes. At Breakthrough, I've learned how to adjust to
work with other students in a way that's beneficial to them, and I've enjoyed getting to know
my students.”
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Kenny Chiu
Student, University of Pennsylvania

Teaching Fellow: History, Rising 7th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Soccer

“| want to be an educator and a leader in my community. | believe education
is a necessary tool for people with similar backgrounds and upbringings as me. | learned how

1”

hard and fulfilling teaching is, and have enjoyed building community with my students

Student, Northwestern University

Teaching Fellow: Literature, Rising 8th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Lights, Camera, Action: Filmmaking and
Video Storytelling

“| am at Breakthrough because | believe all of our children deserve a quality educational
experience to become thoughtful adult citizens. Even as | seek to pass my love of learning
along fo younger students, | believe | have even more to learn from both those students and
my colleagues. I've enjoyed going on trips with students for Fun Fridays and getting to know
them outside the classroom!”

Sassou Djato
Student, University of Pennsylvania

Teaching Fellow: Literature, Rising 7th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Beats ‘N Rhymes (The Remix)

L]

“| joined Breakthrough to gain more experience in education, specifically

1"

within the middle years. | really enjoy discussing complex topics with my students

Student, College of William and Mary

Teaching Fellow: History, Rising 7th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: The Art of Film and Media

“My passion and future lies in teaching, and BT has provided me another
amazing opportunity to grow my teaching and classroom management skills through
experience and practice. BT's mission statement really speaks to me, as someone who is very
passionate about equity and justice within education.”
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Katherine Johnson
Student, Haverford College

Teaching Fellow: History, Rising 8th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: You be the Teacher

“| joined Breakthrough of Greater Philadelphia to gain confidence in the
classroom and to be a part of the vibrant community of Teaching Fellows. I've learned
how to work through classroom management and how to plan engaging lesson plans for a

1"

variety of learners

Jene’e Jones
Student, Hampton University

Teaching Fellow: Math, Rising 7th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Marketing & Persuasion

“I am inferested in teaching and thought it would be nice to get the
experience. | have learned more about the youth in and out of the classroom, and my favorite
part of the program is seeing the students blossom and become more social with others.”

Audrey Litman
Student, Swarthmore College

Teaching Fellow: Science, Rising 6th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Friendship Bracelets

“I wanted to get hands-on experience teaching in a classroom to prepare for
my future career as an elementary school teacher. My favorite part of the summer program has
been SLC time, as | really feel like this time has helped me build relationships with my students.”

Shamar Long
Student, Villanova University

Teaching Fellow: Literature, Rising 7th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Got Talent?

“| returned to Breakthrough as a Teaching Fellow again this year because
I loved teaching last year. | have learned to be patient, to honor my own commitment, and
willingness to thrive in this type of space. I've enjoyed getting to know my students.”
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Saachi Mehta
Student, University of Maryland, College Park

Teaching Fellow: Science, Rising 7th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Bollywood Dance

“| joined Breakthrough because | felt aligned with their mission to help
underrepresented communities and contribute to their education. Because of this experience,
| may choose to continue down the education path. | have learned the importance of not just
teaching kids and helping them understand material, but connecting with each student in
order to be the best teacher you can be. | learned how to use my voice and tone to control a
room full of middle schoolers. I've learned that you also have to compromise a lot - if lessons
don’t go the way you think, you have to be prepared to pivot your plans and adjust.”

Student, North Carolina State University

Teaching Fellow: Science, Rising 7th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Filmmaking

“I'm at Breakthrough to gain exposure to education in another state and
also refine my teaching skills. | also wanted the opportunity to have my own classroom
before student teaching this upcoming fall in my hometown. Getting to know the TFs and
seeing my students understand difficult concepts have been my favorite parts of the summer.”

Valeria Perez-Aragon
Student, Trinity Washington University

Teaching Fellow: History, Rising 8th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Intro to Personal Finance

“I was inferested in exploring a new city and learning about the educational
system outside of my home city and to explore the unique beauty of Philadelphia. Your
journey in education can be whatever you want it to be and the right setting and space is
out there for you. This summer, I've enjoyed time in the classroom with my students and the
downtime moments where | get to talk to them one on one and get to know them better!”

Student, University of San Francisco

Teaching Fellow: Science, Rising 8th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Poetry Expression

“| enjoy teaching and wanted a summer internship targeted toward
teaching 6th-12th grade students. | also wanted to teach students who would give me
experience in Urban Education and Social Justice. Breakthrough was a perfect fit for me
because of their mission statement and opportunity for experience. Children are rewarding
just as much as they are tiring!”
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Shriya Reddy
Student, UCLA

3 Teaching Fellow: Science, Rising 8th grade
“‘ Elective Taught/Designed: Soccer

“My long-ferm goal is to become a physician, but | am inferested in
teaching before and working within the educational space. | have learned so much from how
to teach lessons, classroom management, and connecting with students. My favorite part has
been getting to know the other Teaching Fellows and students.”

Student, Morehouse College

Teaching Fellow: Literature, Rising 7th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Board Games

“| joined Breakthrough of Greater Philadelphia because | wanted to
develop my communication skills, and have learned how to show grace and have patience.”

Puran Singh (GFS “25)
Student, Germantown Friends School

Jr. Teaching Fellow:: Science, Rising 7th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Gardening

“I'm here at Breakthrough to hone my teaching skills and gain real
experience in a dynamic workplace. | have increased my executive functioning by leading
students. My favorite part of the summer has been running my gardening elective, and
working with students who unequivocally want to learn what I'm teaching them — it is a
gratifying experience.”

Student, Tennessee State University

Teaching Fellow: History, Rising 7th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Golf and Poetry

“I've enjoyed working with co-workers on lesson plans this summer. I'm
here at Breakthrough to get more experience as a teacher, and I'm learning that kids are
unpredictable!”
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Maia Solomon
Student, Cornell University

Teaching Fellow: Literature, Rising 9th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Movie Analysis

“| joined Breakthrough to connect with students and future teachers, and am
learning that connection goes a long way in building a good (classroom) environment. It's
been fun getting to spend time with the other Teaching Fellows!”

Student, Kenyon College

Teaching Fellow: Literature, Rising 8th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Ancient Mythology

“I joined the Teaching Fellow program because | wanted to learn more about
what it is like to work in the field of education through firsthand experience. | have learned
that | need to take each day and each class one at a time, be flexible, and do my best in each
moment. My favorite part of the program has been learning about the passions of my students,
what motivates them, and how | can incorporate their passions info my lesson plans.”

Connor Vaughn
Student, Elon University

Teaching Fellow: History, Rising 6th grade
Elective Taught/Designed: Minecraft Civilization

“At Breakthrough, I've continued to grow in my planning abilities and
want o do better at not waiting until the last minute to plan lessons. The Teaching Fellow
experience has built my confidence in the fact that teaching is what | want to do. Having
been in this environment and around the kids, | know that a career in education provides me
with a rewarding feeling, which is really comforting to find now!”

Student, La Salle University

Teaching Fellow: Literature, Rising 6th grade
Elective taught/designed: Coloring and Music

Drew Bukasa
Student, University of Pennsylvania

Teaching Fellow: Math, Rising 9th grade
Elective taught/designed: Beats ‘N Rhymes (The Remix)
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Student, Germantown Friends School

Jr. Teaching Fellow: Math, Rising 6th grade
Elective taught/designed: Golf and Sports Statistics

Bel‘l GOId berg (Germantown Friends School ‘23)
Student, Tufts University

Teaching Fellow: Math, Rising 7th grade
Elective taught/designed: Golf and Sports Statistics

Student, Southern University and A&M College

Teaching Fellow: Science, Rising 6th grade
Elective taught/designed: Innovative Culinary Arts

Dani Kohn

Student, University of Pennsylvania

Teaching Fellow: History, Rising 6th grade
Elective taught/designed: Zine-Making

Student, Hampton University

Teaching Fellow: Math, Rising 8th grade
Elective taught/designed: Meditation and Yoga

Ayanna Uppal (cermantown Friends school ‘25)
Student, Germantown Friends School

Jr. Teaching Fellow: Literature, Rising 8th grade
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WELCOME TO BREAKTHROUGH!

We are thankful to all who serve as our advisors, supporters, and
champions to help guide and realize our mission. Breakthrough welcomes

two new Advisory Board members in 2024.

Advisory Board
Managing Director of Executive Coaching, AchieveNEXT

An innovator in executive coaching and succession planning
for middle-market companies, Eric specializes in working
with CEOs and senior leadership teams to build and lead
the A-player teams that drive top and bottom-line results

and shareholder value. Prior, Eric founded, built, and led a

successful boutique retained executive search and coaching
firm for two decades. He refined his skills in coaching and
succession planning, helping many mid-sized company CEOs to build the leadership teams
they needed to create the companies they wanted. Eric works with professional service firms,
manufacturing companies, and a range of other businesses that must hire, lead, and retain
valuable talent to thrive. He has experience working with leaders in CPA firms, management
consulting firms, automotive supply chain, consumer packaged goods, environmental
remediation, e-commerce, financial consulting, financial services, food & beverage
production, higher education, logistics, management consulting, manufacturing, medical
devices, and precision-metal manufacturing, among others.

Eric’s book “How to Hire A-Players,” published by Wiley, is an Amazon bestseller named
a Top 10 recruiting book of all time by Recruiter.com. The book serves as a tool for
CEOs around the globe who believe that A-Player Leadership is a sustainable competitive
advantage. A sought-after professional speaker, Eric provides an honest, entertaining
perspective on what makes and breaks A-player leadership. He has been featured in
Business Week, Fox News Business, Inc.com, and MSNBC.com.

Eric holds an undergraduate degree from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, a master’s
degree from Covenant Seminary in St. Louis, and executive coach certification from the
International Coaching Federation.

Eric has participated in Breakthrough’s Career Conversations and has been an active
volunteer since 2023.
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Advisory Board

Executive Director, British American Business Council
Global Group

Jane creates engaging and dynamic transatlantic business
development programs for international executives
operating across industry sectors. She builds connections
with regional and global stakeholders who influence trade

policy and economic development in the tri-state region
and the UK. Jane manages the local chapter’s board of
directors and is VP of the global network steering committee with operations in 22 cities.
She interfaces with counterparts throughout the world as well as with the Chamber of
Commerce for Greater Philadelphia management to ensure the Chapter’s success.

Previously, Jane worked for Deloitte LLP developing go-to market strategies and drafting
business proposals targeting new clients. Jane is a Fulbright Scholar; she lived, worked,
and studied in Mexico City. She is fluent in Spanish and spent many years substitute
teaching at GFS and tutoring students. Jane graduated from GFS and the University

of Pennsylvania. She is a former GFS Parent, and her daughter Gabriela participated

in Breakthrough-GFS’ Community Connections program during her junior and senior
years. Jane learned about Breakthrough and its impact in our community through her
daughter’s volunteer work. Jane is excited to support Breakthrough students and help the
organization meet its mission.
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BREAKTHROUGH ADVISORY BOARD,

COMMITTEES AND STAFF

Advisory Board

JASON DUCKWORTH*
BTGP Advisory Board Chair (2020-2024)
and President, Acadia Land Company

ABE DIALLO*
BTGP Advisory Board Chair-Elect and
Senior Vice President, Truist

FRANCINE BOONE**+*
Sr. Director/Managing Counsel,
Environmental Resources Management, Inc.

WILLIAM BOWIE**+
President & CEO of Empower Construction

CORNELIUS BROWN*+
Principal, Bohler Engineering

JAMES DEGNAN, PH.D**+
Senior Director, Measurement
and Institutional Research,

Temple University (refired)

EUGENIE WALSH FLAHERTY, PH.D*+
Psychologist (retired)

ROBIN FRIEDMAN**

Co-Lleader of Community Connections
Program at Breakthrough,

GFS English Department

BETH GONZALES*+

Deputy Director of Policy, Planning, and
Performance Management for the Office of
Homeless Services in the City of Philadelphia

ERIC HERRENKOHL*
Managing Director of Executive Coaching,
AchieveNEXT

JAMAL HILL, ESQ.**
Associate Counsel,
Harris Blitzer Sports & Entertainment

SUE LEE*
Founder and CEO, lesura Strategies

JANE H. ROSENBERG**
Executive Director, British American Business
Council Global Group

DARREN SPIELMAN*+
Executive Director,
Pennsylvania Resource Council

KEINO TERRELL**
Head of Middle School,
Germantown Friends School

MICHELLE TODD-COLEMAN™**+
Assistant Principal,
Edwin Forrest Elementary School

DAVID WADE*+
Chief of Staff,
PA Office of Transformation & Opportunity

DAVID ZAVITZ**
General Manager,
Outside Plant Construction, CDTI

LAURENA ZELLER, ED.D**+
Principal, Add B Anderson School

* Development Committee
** Program Committee
+ Special Projects
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MATT GREENAWALT
MARNIE KERR
PRISCILLA KINNEY

MATT GREENAWALT
PAGE FAHRIG-PENDSE

MICHELLE PALMER
Executive Director

SUE CHEN
Recruitment Manager and
College Bound Lead

SAKINA PARKS
Program Manager

KANCHAN RAI

Research, Cultivation and Events Associate

MICHELLE REYES ALETI

Communications Manager

SAKINA PARKS

Program Manager

STEWART CALLOWAY
SUE CHEN

Summer Co-Deans of Students

MATT GREENAWALT
CEORA WEARING-MOORE
Summer Co-Deans of Faculty

ALEXANDRA DARK
SYP Dean of Faculty

BRITTANI DAVIS
GABRIELLE GOODMAN
MACK HILTON

ADAM HOTEK
LASHUNDRA MCCOOK
Summer Instructional Coaches

SUE CHEN
College Bound Lead

NATE BURMAN
SOPHIA MCCREA

Summer Interns
SOPHIA MCCREA

Social Media Coordinator

Special thanks to GFS’ wonderful
nurses, maintenance team, HR, IT, Jenny
Mehrotra, and Gabrielle Rodriguez!
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BREAKTHROUGH VOLUNTEERS

Special thanks to the individuals and companies who volunteered their

time this fiscal year to organize field trips, interview prospective families,

support program logistics and/or serve on fundraising event committees!

Lori Aaronsen

Allie Aaronsen

Elizabeth Acree

Blank Rome

Brian Bierman

Donna Branca

Thomas Branca

Boston Consulting Group
Amy Branch

Equitable / Karr Barth
Associates - Matt Johnston,
Brian Lake and Team

Kembely Caro Fernandez
Shabaig Chatha

Susan Fleming

Matt Handel

Eric Herrenkohl

Amala Ifediora

Sandra Jewett

Snehann Kapnadak
Solomon Kim

Jessica Kloss

Christine Lee

Callie Mattson
Julia Messam
Ivory Oglesby
PHLY

Orson Reuter
RSM US LLP
Sanofi

Prachi Sharma

Fatir Woods
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FINANCIALS

Breakthrough is an independent 501(c)(3) that relies solely upon the

generosity of our funders and supporters to realize our mission.

Revenue and Expenses

Last 4 Fiscal Years
47%
*Without donor restrictions v:.;'F!\? 22‘"72"3
$1,435,120
$1,500,000
$1,250,000
$971,984
$1,000,000 $849,143
Revenue*
$750,000 $560,435
$500,000
$250,000
$0
($250,000)
FY 20/21 FY 21/22 FY 22/23 FY 23/24
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FY 23/24

31.8%

Individuals

13.6%
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Individual

11.1%

Corporate

38.6%

Foundations S Jpart
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0.2* 4.6%
Other EITC
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‘
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BREAKTHROUGH OF GREATER PHILADELPHIA

REPORT OF GIFTS

July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024 (listed in alphabetical order)

CASH DONATIONS

Peggy and Rich Greenawalt
Pincus Family Foundation
US Department of Education

The Connelly Foundation

Hilda and Preston Davis Foundation
Jason and Angela Duckworth

The Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
Hamilton Family Charitable Trust
Lubert Family Foundation

The Philadelphia Foundation

RSM US Foundation

Sanofi

William and Martha Slaughter

Alliance HP

Jeffrey and Kelsey Beachell

Drumcliff Foundation

Robert and Susan Fleming

Anne and Philip Glatfelter Foundation

Daniel F. Gordon and Sarah Barringer Gordon
The Patricia Kind Family Foundation

Life Science Cares

Rama and Shashi Marda Foundation

Yvonne Previdi

Jean and Michael Fitzpatrick
John and Eugenie Flaherty

Allen Model and Roberta Gausas
Greenfield Foundation

The Leo Model Foundation
William M King Foundation
Robert Niehaus

Carl Park and Jane Ahn

Seybert Foundation

Truist
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Sasank Aleti and Michelle Reyes Aleti
D. Jeffry Benoliel and Amy Branch Benoliel
Caroline Alexander Buck Foundation
Campbell Rocco Law LLC
Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation
Equitable Foundation

David and Linda Glickstein

Patricia Higgins

George and Elissa Hirschhorn
Joseph Kennard Skilling Trust
Stephen Klein

Sue lee

The Lida Foundation

Christopher Ludwick Foundation
Noelle and Michael Muniz

Chris and Natalie Nagele

Ocean First Foundation

Philadelphia Insurance Companies (PHLY)
David and Karina Reuter

The Scholler Foundation

Wells Fargo Advisors

AchieveNEXT

Roger and Daphne Baxter

Pauline Gray and Edward Barnard
Max Berger

Niya Blackwell

Bluestone Foundation

Francine and Kenneth Boone
William Bowie

Cornelius Brown

Wilson and Anne Brown

William and Lisa Sherman Burnett
David Bushnell and Kimberly Pelkey
Clem Cheng

Saryu and Jitendra Desai

Edward and Karren DeSeve
Ibrahima Diallo

Marc DiNardo and Elizabeth T. Drum
Empower Construction

David J. Feldman

Maxine Field



First Student Inc.

Walter and Wendy Foulke

Fulton Bank

William and Joni Greenfield

Phoebe Haddon and Frank McClellan

Eric Herrenkohl

Jamal Hill

Ann Dupuis Hozack

Barbara and Edi Karni

WK. Kellogg Foundation

Michael and Kimberly Kearns

David Kern and Karen Vaccaro Kern
Alexander and Marnie Kerr

Solomon Kim

Sudhir Kondisetty

Anthony Kyriakakis and Aleni Pappas
Christian R. & Mary F. Lindback Foundation
Robin Mann

Daniela Mardarovici and Alexander Ackerhalt
Cara McClellan

George McNeal, Jr.

Million Dollar Round Table (MDRT) Foundation

Morgan Stanley Wealth Management
Ron and Suzanne Naples

Jane Nathanson and Andrew Newman
Claudia and Levon Nazarian
Newman'’s Own Foundation

Sharon Parker

Sagun Pendse and Page Fahrig-Pendse
David and Betsy Plimack

John Plower

Rich and Deb Previdi

Kanchan Rai and Sunil Mulani

RBC Wealth Management

Jonathan E. Rhoads Trust

John and Theresa Rollins

Jane Hirschhorn Rosenberg and llan Rosenberg
The Lawrence Saunders Fund

Karen Scholnick

Stephen Smith and Ellen Kurtz

Paula Sunshine and Robert Kagan
Keino Terrell and Lauren Davis

Carla Thompson and Erskine S. Payton
Michael Thompson



Cheryl Wade

David Wade and Kim Paymaster

The Wawa Foundation

William and Dana Weeks

James and Brigefte Weinrott

William Penn Bank Community Foundation
Wisler Pearlstine LLP

Henrietta Tower Wurts Memorial

David Zavitz

$500 - $999

Daniel Ascher

Joycellen Auritt and Leslie Schlessinger
Breakthrough Collaborative

Eric Carlson

Darren Coleman and Michelle Todd-Coleman
Conservest Capital Advisors

Dick Dupuis
David Dye and Karen Heller
Edwin Empaynado and Nidhi Agrawal
Jack and Pamela Ende
Christopher Farrell and Mary Pisculli
Gaurav Gambhir and Mallika Daswani
Shelley George
David Goldberg and Jennifer Stetzer Goldberg
Tamara Greenfield King
Hannah Caldwell Henderson and
Alan Henderson
John Huyette
Rebecca W. Johnson and Lawrence Weisberg
Warren Kantor and Andrea Cavitolo Kantor
Priscilla Kinney
Kenneth Kulak and Katherine Hovde
Subarna and Sarita Malakar




Barbara M. McDonald

Brendan McGeary

Federico Mingozzi and Joseph Kotarski
Joao and Elizabeth Neiva de Figueiredo
Victoriano and Crisanta Reyes

Samuel Rhoads and Nicole Juday
Mary Pao Seideman

Robert and Susan Silverstein

Declan Spring and Robin Friedman
Craig Stevens and Lynn Rzonca

Jean and Peter Warrington

Sally West Williams

Lamonte and Zarah Adams

Jan Albaum

Ken Anderson

Nick Araco

Savitha Balakrishnan

Sarah Barrett

Richard W. Bartholomew

Thomas A. Bell

Judy Berkman

Michael and Mona Berman
Edward Biester and Carol Press
Robert and llene Blain

Diana Blankman

Gerry Blineberry

Jared M. Brabham and Ivory Oglesby
Lloyd and Merrill Brotman
Rebecca Buffum and Bill Becker
Rhoda Bundy

John Bustard and Bonnie Andrews
Katie Fleming Capecchi and Dan Capecchi
Mary Ann Case

Ryan Chase and Elizabeth Balakhani
Shabaig Chatha

Renee M. Cherubin

Virginia Christensen

Milton Corsey

Frances and Poppy Cummings
Sophia Curcio

Gianna D’Angelo

Caroline Davidson

James Degnan

Mark and Tobey Dichter

Erica Dickerson

Tom and Ellie Elkinton

Kevin Emancipator

Suzanne and Martin Fenster
Katherine Flaherty

Annie Fleming and William Wright
Matthew and Sarah Forti
Lloyd Freeman

Julie A. Friedberg

Michael and Bonnie Frumer
Ritu Gandhi

Kate and Chris Garrity

Charis Gehret

Nancy Gellman

Denise Georges

Anne and John Gerbner
Jamie Gewirtz

Gene and Judith Gilbert

llana Goldfus and Ben Profeta
Beth Gonzales

Julia Gowe

Marshal and Tamar Granor
D. Walter Greason

Rick and Hallie Grodin
Robert Gunn

Colleen Halfpenny

Stephen Hallowell

Matthew Handel

Ellen Hass

Ebony Hatcher and Christian Poole
Kevin He

Elizabeth Heller-Mesznik
Amy and lan Henshaw
Robert Hoe

Edel Howlin

Christina Hungspruke

Eryn Jelesiewicz

Sandra R. Jewett

Shruti and Rohit Jha

Simran Kaur

Matthew Kearse

Tarik Khan

Ellen Kolansky

Julia Krasner

Dorothy Kurz

Caroline and David Lacey
Brian Lake

Jon Landau and Signe Wilkinson
Peter and Emilie Lapham
Stephen Leitzell

Gregg and Mara Lemos-Stein
Matthew Lewis and Michelle Sonsino
Karinne and Matt Lindner

Michael Lintulahti and Vanessa Williams

Jesse Lipson
Alice F. Long



David Lorine
Jack Malinowski and Deborah Frazer
Rama Marda
Dave Marshall
Peter Marvin and Nancy Brockway Marvin
Miles and Callie Mattson
Dave Maturo
John and Nathalie May
Alexa Scalzi and Liam McDermott-Doviak
Sarah McMenamin
George H. McNeely IV
Rishy and Jaspinder Mehrotra
Merck Partnership for Giving
Gena Merliss-Peltz
Della Micah
Joyce Millman
Jonathan Morley and Nancy Newman
Louis Nayovitz Foundation
Michelle Palmer and Conrad Waldron
Francis C. Palopoli
David Pasanek
Christopher Paulmier and
Kathleen Nicholson Paulmier
Susan Perricelli
Jessica Perrone
Mana Pradip Khandvala
Eve Prensky Roe and Fred Roe
Krista Prodoehl
Joshua Rabinowitz and Andrea L'Tainen
Karen Reddick-Little
Heather Harper and Joseph Shannon Reese
Henry Ritchie and Elizabeth Squires
Kermit Roosevelt and Felicia Lewis
Patricia Rose and Marta Dabezies
Susan and Michael Rose
Dan and Anya Rosin
Daniel and Mimi Rubin
Susan and Robert Rubin
Karen Rutledge
Christina Santos
Erik Savage
Deena Schneider
Elizabeth Seltzer
Rupali Shah
Marjorie Shiekman
Duane Michelle Sims
Brandt Sliver
Frannie Smith
Ann and Steven Sparkes
Darren A. Spielman
Najah Spruill
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Stephen St. Vincent

Andrew Stone

Richard and Phyllis Taylor

Sean Thaxter

Daniel Thompson

Danielle Tolbert

Tamara Urquhart

Doug Veasey

Randal and Leanna Lee Whitman
Nancy and Randy Williams
Vernetta Willis

Sarah Winters and Brendan Carr
Julie Zimmerman

Miscellaneous Donors

IN-KIND DONATIONS

4th Street Cookies

A+ Test Prep Tutoring

Sasank Aleti & Michelle Reyes Alefi
Alliance HP

Bill Anderson

Arden Theater Company
Beyond the Bell Tours

Boston Consulting Group
Breakthrough Scholar Parents
The Bridgett Battles Experience
Cameron and Associates, 8 LLC
Doug Carpenter

Sue Chen & James Minicucci

Cherubin Leadership Coaching and Development

Cider Belly

City Brew Tours
City Winery
Cradles to Crayons
Dutch Wonderland
Estee Lauder Inc.
First Student
Framebridge
Frosted Fox Cake Shop
Herb Scott Catering
High Point Cafe
Home Chef

Joshua Horowitz
Ju

Laurentius Salon
Andre Lee

George McNeely
Kanchan Mulani
Mural Arts Walking Tour
Museum of lllusions
Open Door Cafe



The Philadelphia Orchestra and Ensemble Arts
Yvonne Previdi

Kanchan Rai & Sunil Mulani
Royal Boucherie

Sarah Carbo Yoga

Savior Fitness

Maddy Schilling
Summertime at GFS

Think Company

Tina Ramchandani Creative
Toto’s Pizzeria

Walnut Lane Golf Club
Walnut Street Theatre
Warby Parker

Weavers Way Coop
Wonderspaces, Philadelphia
Yards Brewing

2024 SPRING SOIREE AUCTION
WINNERS

Lisa & William Burnett
Sabrina Cooks

James Degnan

Jason & Angela Duckworth
llana Goldfus

Brett Hamilton

Stephen Klein

Sudhir Kondisetty

Bob Niehaus

William O’Connor

Kim Paymaster & David Wade
Rich Previdi

Jenny Profy

Stephan Reeves

Bill & Dana Weeks

Jan Weinstock

David Zavitz
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EDUCATIONAL IMPROVEMENT Anonymous (2)
TAX CREDIT CONTRIBUTIONS Meridian Bank

ff Beachell
Breakthrough received $238,000 in EITC Je ec?c ©
g o Cornelius Brown
contributions this fiscal year. We are grateful

for this additional support from the following J'\j:_rnHZl:j:rO”h

The Philadelphia Contributionship
PHLY

Truist

individuals and businesses:

Chris Yamamoto
Wes Yamamoto

T

TURN YOUR PA TAX DOLLARS INTO SUPPORT...

If you are an individual Pennsylvania taxpayer, business, or corporation,
you can redirect your state tax liability and support tuition/stipends for
Breakthrough Scholars and Teaching Fellows through the Educational
Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) Program. Individuals may receive up to a
90% tax credit for their contribution. If you're interested in participating,
please contact us at development@breakthroughphilly.org



SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR
MAJOR PARTNERS AND SPONSORS
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Supporting Philadelphia Neighborhood Projects
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FOUNDATION

ALLIANCE HP

ANNE M. & PHILIP HGLA”E”ER, Il Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
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@ Rama and Shashi Marda
TRUIST Foundation

Lubert Family
Foundation
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https://www.facebook.com/BreakthroughPhilly
https://www.facebook.com/BreakthroughPhilly
https://www.instagram.com/breakthroughphl/
https://www.instagram.com/breakthroughphl/
https://twitter.com/btphilly
https://twitter.com/BTPhilly
https://www.linkedin.com/company/breakthrough-of-greater-philadelphia/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/breakthrough-of-greater-philadelphia/
https://www.tiktok.com/@breakthroughphilly
https://www.tiktok.com/@breakthroughphilly

